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The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
   July 14, 2019      
 “If anyone wants to come after me, let him deny himself,

take up his cross daily and follow me.”   Luke 9:23
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of the living.  I love the LORD…for You, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death….How can I repay the LORD for all His goodness to me?  I will call on the name of the LORD” (Psalm 116).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Freedom through the Cross.  God showers many gifts upon His people.   A little over a week ago, we celebrated our country’s Independence Day.  Because of it, God allows us to enjoy the blessings of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”  We have freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of religion, and more.  We are blessed with many freedoms in our land.  They are gifts to us from God’s hands.

   But the greatest freedom of all could not be won by man.  It had to be won for us by God.  So, Christ came into our world to deny Himself and die on the cross. He set us free from the consequences of sin, death and the devil.  Through His cross eternal freedom is ours – freedom from our enemies and freedom to live a life of serving the Lord who saved us.

    To that end we pray: O Lord, our God, give us thankful hearts for all your goodnesses to us.  Govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so that Your Church may freely worship You in peace and joy; for Jesus’ sake.   Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Children’s Devotion

Children are invited to join Pastor at the front for an opening devotion.
The Old Testament Lesson: Zechariah 13:7-9 
In prophesy Christ is pictured as a shepherd who is struck down.  At the time of His crucifixion, His sheep (the disciples) were scattered.  Those who refused to believe in Him were lost.  Yet, a number remained true to their faith in spite of their trials and confessed Him as the Savior.

Today’s Epistle Lesson:  Galatians 3:23-29                  
In our country we like to think that all enjoy the blessings of freedom.  But there is one freedom many do not know, that is, freedom from the curse of sin.  That is what Christ came to do for us, to set us free.  Those who believe it and are baptized become heirs of eternal things.

Today’s Gospel Lesson:  Luke 9:18-24  
Only through the cross of Christ could freedom from sin be won.  So, Jesus came and denied Himself that we might have forgiveness and life. As His disciples confess Him, they find their identity in Him, pick up their crosses, and follow wherever He leads them.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Today’s Organist: Judy Bertoldie     
The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “Christ does not pull His sheep by a rope.  In His army are none but volunteers…. He leads with His cross, and all His disciples, each loaded with his own cross, gladly follow in one immense procession behind Him.”
-- RCH Lenski on Taking Up the Cross

Jesus, I my cross have taken,  All to leave and follow Thee.

Destitute, despised, forsaken,  Thou on earth my All shalt be.

Perish ev’ry fond ambition,  All I’ve sought or hoped or known;

Yet how rich is my condition!  God and heav’n are still mine own.

(The Lutheran Hymnal 423 st.1)
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