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The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
   October 13, 2019      
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much;
 whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.”  Lk.16:10
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger or discipline me in Your wrath.  My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy to bear.  I wait for Your, O LORD.  Come quickly to help me, O Lord my Savior” (Psalm 38).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

\

Know where true worth lies.   A person’s attitude towards everything he has in life reflects his relationship with God.  The Bible warns that an obsession with things will relegate God to low priority for us.  But the greatest treasures are eternal, which He won for us by sending Christ into the world.  Of these treasures we should strive for more.  And they will be obtained through faith as we listen to God’s Word.

   As good stewards of His gifts we will also make wise use of everything else we have in service to the Gospel.  In it lies our true worth before God.  So we will place the Gospel first, use the other things we have in service to it, and approach Him in a life of prayer, listening as we go.
   To that end we pray: Lord God, You call us to work in Your kingdom and leave no one standing idle.  Help us to order our lives by Your wisdom, to serve You in willing obedience for the sake of the Gospel, and to devote our lives to prayer; for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Children’s Devotion

Children are invited to join Pastor at the front for an opening devotion.
The Old Testament Lesson: Amos 8:4-7  
Neither the Sabbath Day nor any holiday could end fast enough for the money-mad men of Israel.  They disliked being deprived, even for a day, of the opportunity to squeeze money from their poor brethren.  Greedy, cold, and godless, the LORD would judge them.  

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Timothy 2:1-8      
Pray for all people, not just for yourself.  Pray for their good, and especially for them to know the Savior.  Pray for our rulers most of all.  Pray as God’s people that in all ways we might live peaceful and godly lives in this world as we live to His glory and to extend His Kingdom.
The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 16:1-13       
In the Parable of the Unrighteous Steward, Jesus teaches us to be good and wise managers of God’s gifts.  The steward’s actions were worldly and self-centered.  Ours are motivated by grateful hearts that look to eternal things and seek to support the spread of the Gospel in the world.
        * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Today’s Organist: Judy Bertoldie     
The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “If I am to make for myself ‘friends by the use of worldly wealth,’ I must first be godly…and good at heart, for God looks upon the heart, and as He finds the heart, so He estimates our work….Let the heart first be good through faith, that the works may flow forth in love for Him….You cannot build from without inward. You do not start at the roof, but at the foundation. Therefore, faith in Christ must first be present….Works do not make me good, but show that I am good, and bear witness that the faith in me is genuine.” 
                                                                        -- Martin Luther on today’s Gospel Lesson

We, Lord, would lay at Thy behest  The costliest offerings on Thy shrine;
But when we give, and give our best,  We give Thee only what is Thine.
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