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The Third Sunday in Advent: Gaudate (“Rejoice!”)
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   December 12, 2021   
“Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.” Philippians 4:4f
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Remember Your mercy, O LORD.  Out of the depths I cry to You.  Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.  With You there is forgiveness.  I wait for the LORD and in His Word I put my hope” (Psalm 130).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

When the Lord Comes Near, He Humbles His Enemies. Too many people take sin way too lightly.  God not only threatens His enemies who sin against Him with hellfire, but He promises to bring destruction on all who refuse to repent.  The prophets of old did not mince words when describing the fate that awaits the ungodly.

   However, the Third Sunday in Advent comes, soothing us like a breath of fresh air in the midst of stifling heat.  In the midst of such heated threats, God’s promise of the Christ is given.  When the time was right, He came bringing hope and rejoicing to those who believed.  In order that we might not miss it, God sent His Forerunner, John, ahead of the Savior to prepare a way for Christ to come to us.

   To that end we pray: Lord Jesus Christ, come with the good news of Your mighty deliverance.  Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light now and forever.   Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Zephaniah 3:14-17

Zephaniah was a contemporary of Jeremiah about the years 640-610 B.C.  He points past Judah’s upcoming captivity to the future of God’s people under the glorious rule of Christ who would come to rescue them from their enemies.  In repentance people would find joy in Him.

The Epistle Lesson: Philippians 4:4-7

Even though St. Paul was in prison and endured many hardships because the world opposed the Gospel of Christ that he preached, he could still rejoice in the Lord and encourages us to do the same.  The Lord is near.  Put aside anger and anxiety, setting your mind on Him.  

The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 3:7-18              
John came preaching: “The Lord is coming.  Prepare to receive Him.”  All who humbly prepare in repentance and faith will rejoice in God’s salvation at His coming.  Such joy reveals itself in changed lives that are lived to His glory and the good of others.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist:  Judy Bertoldie              

The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “Our Lord is not interested in sad looks; He did not create the head for me to let it hang….Flee sadness, the author of which is Satan, and serve God with gladness.  He is the enemy of sadness and is bent on destroying it through all His power – through the Holy Spirit, the Sacraments, and the Word of the Gospel.  So wisdom counsels, “Sorrow has killed many, and there is no profit in it.”  
   We have more occasions for joy than for sadness.  We believe in the living God; Christ lives; and we, too, shall live.  But sadness is born in us, and Satan is the spirit of sadness.  However, God is the Spirit of gladness; He saves us.” 

-- Martin Luther on Our God Dislikes Sadness and Loves Gladness  
The Advent of our King  Our prayers must now employ,

And we must hymns of welcome sing  In strains of holy joy.

The Lutheran Hymnal: #68 st.1

Outline of
Our Worship

Lord, Hear Us

Opening Children’s Devotion

Order of Service: 

Morning Worship: pg.5

Opening Hymn: #59
Lord, Feed Us 

Zephaniah 3:14-17
Philippians 4:4-7
Hymn Response: #87
Gospel Responses: page 11
Luke 3:7-18
The Sermon Hymn: #272
Sermon: Luke 3:7-18
God’s Advent Call:
“Change What You Are and Do!”
Lord, Accept 

Our Response

The Offertory & Offering

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer: pg.12
Lord, Bless Us

Benediction: pg.14

Closing Hymn: #68 
Silent Prayer

Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
