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The Second Sunday of Christmas
   January 2, 2022   
“The Rising Sun from on high will visit us…to shine on those who sit in darkness.” Lk.1:78f
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Praise the LORD from the heavens.  Praise Him all His angels.  Praise the LORD from the earth…all rulers on earth, young men and maidens, old men and children.  Let them praise the name of the LORD” (Psalm 148).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Born to Be Our Brother.  Lying in Bethlehem’s manger on Christmas Eve was a genuine wonder. By a miracle of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary conceived and gave birth to a child.  The Son of God had come to earth and had taken on human flesh and blood.  God certainly could have come in any form.  Yet, in order to save the world from sin, it was crucial that He become human like those whom He wanted to save.

   When Mary held the baby Jesus in her arms, she held human flesh and blood.  Yet, that baby was more than mere flesh and blood; He was the divine Son of God.  The Son of God loved us weak human beings so much that He was willing to humble Himself to the point of becoming our brother so that He might suffer and die for us.  Too often we take this for granted.  Don’t!  Like the song writer said, “Is not this a wonder?”

   Therefore, we pray: Almighty God, You have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived among us.  May we never take the miracle of the incarnation lightly but glorify You always for it.  Amen.
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson:  Genesis 17:1-7

When Abram was 99 years old, God confirmed His covenant with Abram.  He promised Abram that his descendants would become a great nation and that he would be the father of many nations whom God Almighty would love as His own sons and daughters. 
The Epistle Lesson:  Galatians 4:4-7

At just the right time in the course of human events, God fulfilled His promise and sent His Son to save us.  That Son was divine, yet Jesus took on human flesh and became a man so that He might live under the law and redeem us to be God’s children and heirs.
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:68-79  
At John’s birth, his father, Zechariah, burst into song, praising God for the salvation He was bringing upon the earth. He would redeem and free His people held captive by sin, death, and hell.
O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “There is only one who can wipe out the debt of our sins. It is he who made atonement for us all with His blood, Jesus Christ. As an eight-day-old boy He was circumcised,…obedient to the divine Law.  The drops of blood Christ shed at His circumcision were the first of the payments He made for the immeasurable debt of the world’s sins. Let us in faith and joy embrace the holy Christ-Child.  Now no law can damn us. Like the old year itself, all of our old sins have eternally disappeared.”   (Jesus’ circumcision is commemorated by the Church on January 1, New Year’s Day).                                   -- CFW Walther on Luke 2:21

Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Opening Hymn: #114
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service
Hymn of Praise: #94
Lord, Speak To Us:

Genesis 17:1-7
Galatians 4:4-7
Hymn Response: #98
Luke 1:68-79
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22

Sermon Hymn: #106 st.1-4
Sermon: Today’s Luke 1:68-79
Praise God!
He Has Not Forgotten Us.
Lord, We Respond:

Offertory Hymn: #89 st.1-2
The Offering
Prayers
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymns: #123 & 124
Post Communion:  pg.29

Closing Hymn: #118
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
