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The First Sunday after Epiphany: Our Lord’s Baptism
 R   January 9, 2022   R
“The Holy Spirit descended on Him…And a voice came from heaven: 

“You are my Son, whom I love.  I am well pleased with You.” Luke 3:22
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble against the LORD and against His Anointed One.  But He who sits in heaven said to Me, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten You.’” (Psalm 2).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Uncovered as Set Apart by God. During Epiphany (“appearing”) the Scriptures reveal how God uncovered and set apart His Son as the Savior.  The first of such revelations took place on the occasion of Jesus’ baptism.  Heaven was opened. The Father bore witness to His Son as the Christ, the Son received His witness, and the Holy Spirit confirmed it.

   Christ means Anointed One.  It refers to one whom God set apart as His representative for divine purposes. In the Old Testament prophets, priests, and kings were anointed for their work. Jesus is the embodiment of all three on the highest level as He sets about His task redeeming us to God. His baptism marks the uncovering and beginning of that work as He sanctifies our baptisms with His righteousness.
   To that end we pray: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus, You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our callings and make us heirs with Him of everlasting life; for Jesus’ sake we pray.   Amen.
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Samuel 16:1-13  
In the eyes of his family and Samuel, the young man David was not the best choice to be king.  Yet, he was God’s choice, later described as a man after God’s heart.  The Lord sent the prophet Samuel to set David apart through anointing as Israel’s king to guide the people back to God.

The Epistle Lesson: Titus 3:4-7              

When the kindness and love of God appeared, He saved us because of His mercy. He saved us through the merits of Christ Jesus whom He set apart as the Savior. In baptism we are renewed and reunited with God through Jesus’ saving work and are set apart in our lives as His heirs.

The Gospel Lesson: Luke 3:15-17,21,22 
To many John the Baptist looked like he could be the Messiah.  But John pointed the people to a greater One than he. That One who was coming would be set apart by God to redeem sinners to God.  At Jesus’ baptism the Holy Spirit and the Father confirmed Jesus as the greater One.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist:  Judy Bertoldie      The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann
What the Eye Sees Differs From What God Decrees 

Our sight tends to be the sense we trust most. We say, “I’ll believe it when I see it.” That presents a problem when it comes to the work of God.  So often what our eye sees differs from what God decrees.  This is true of the life of Jesus.  In the eyes of the world, He was nothing special.  This is also true in the life of the Christian.  To the world, the believer does not look more blessed than the unbeliever.  Indeed, the opposite is often true as the devil and his allies attempt to destroy him.  To assure His children, God connects His grace, power, and blessing to something we can see and hear – His Word and Sacraments.

Point to Ponder: “At His baptism Christ was entering our stead, indeed, our person, taking upon Himself the sins which He had not committed and drowning them in His holy baptism. First, He, the One more powerful, must sanctify baptism through His own body and thereby take away the sin, in order that afterwards those who believe in Him may have the forgiveness of sins.”       -- adapted from sermons by Martin Luther
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