perfect. But see yourself cleansed of your sin in Jesus’ blood.  Take comfort in Jesus’ merit, only in Jesus’ merit, even as Peter learned to do.  Many a time in his later life he must have said to himself, “Peter, you were a great simpleton on that occasion by the sea.  Instead of what you said to Jesus, you should have said, “O Lord, abide with me, for I am a sinful man. I need You every passing hour for You are my hope, my salvation. Never depart from me.”


As a Christian Learn to Say: Lord, abide with me for I am sinful. Yet upon Your Word I will trust in Your wounds and Your promised forgiveness. Then, with heart uplifted, send me to witness to others the greatness of Your grace that the Gospel might catch them too for Your heavenly Kingdom; for Jesus’ sake. Amen
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany                      February 6, 2022
Text:  Luke 5:1-11       CW-21 3 Year Series C                    22:2301
Theme: Two Words Every Christian Learns to Say.
I.  Yet at Your word I will.

They say that the best time to catch fish is after the sun goes down.  During the heat of the day the fish lie quietly in deeper, cooler water.  But when dusk begins to fall, they swim to shallower water to feed.  So it was dark when Simon Peter and his partners shoved their boats away from the shore on the Sea of Galilee.  

As of late, Peter’s crew had not been working as regularly as they had in the past. Life had changed a bit. What they did for their life’s work did not seem as critically important as it used to seem.  

Has that ever happened to you, that things in your life changed? That which used to be important before somehow lost its luster?  There come those occasions when life almost seems to be turned upside down.  Something else, which you had hardly ever thought about before, becomes the most important thing of all.

That “something else” for Peter and his friends was this – they met Jesus, spent time with the Savior, heard His words of life, and witnessed His miracles. Peter’s mother-in-law had even received the healing touch of the Master when she was ill.  Life changed.  Yet in some ways life stayed the same….for the moment.  They had returned to their job of fishing to support their families.

So it was that they had gone out this night to fish. After shoving out from shore, they took off their outer coats and began to work the nets, throwing them into the water from one side of the boat, waiting awhile, then hauling it in. Empty. They threw it out again, this time on the other side of the boat, waited, and hauled it in.  Still empty, except for the seaweed, pieces of driftwood, and whatever else got caught in the webbing.  Move the boat; try again.  Nothing.  The night wore on, always the same, nothing in the nets.  Discouraging? Probably. But they were used to this. In those days, fishing, without the equipment fishermen use today, was simply waiting patiently till things went right.  Just keep on trying.

Night passed. Finally, the fishermen gave up. That night’s work was a bust, so it seemed.  Yet, not really, as they were about to see.


They ran their boats onto the beach and took out the nets to clean and mend.  Soo n a sound was heard in the distance, drawing closer.  A crowd burst into view, coming down the shoreline.  At its head walked the new Teacher, Jesus.  He was no stranger to the fishermen.  They first Him met when they were following John the Baptist. They had listened to Jesus often. He had even given Simon a new name – Cephas in Hebrew, Peter in Greek.  It means “rock.”  Simon probably wondered what Jesus saw in him that made Jesus choose that name. It seemed like Jesus could look right through him. Could He be the Christ for whom their people had long waited?

A great crowd followed Him, pressing tightly around Jesus to hear His every word. But with so many, hearing was difficult. Jesus climbed into Simon’s boat and asked him to put out a little way from shore so that everyone could hear.  The boat became a pulpit, the shoreline a cathedral for the preaching of God’s Word.  

They were words which the people never heard from their own teachers, filled with eternal significance.  So powerful were Jesus’ words from God that they all felt like they could not get enough.  It was as if they had been thirsty a long, long time and had suddenly found a well of living water that quenched the thirst of their souls.

When He was done speaking, Jesus told Simon, “Put out into the deep water, and let down your nets for a catch.” It was completely contrary to every instinct of the veteran fisherman – wrong time to fish, wrong place to catch any, and they were tired.  “Master,” Simon responded, “we worked hard all through the night and caught nothing.” From a purely human point of view, Simon knew that the effort was sure to end in failure.  He could have quoted a wealth of fishermen’s statistics to support his doubts. Still, he responded, “Yet, at Your word I will let down the nets.”


“Yet, at Your word I will…” How often and in what great variety of ways you and I must learn to say the same.  There come those times when, in the face of God’s Word and commands, Christians learn to throw their human reasoning aside.  They do it, not in “blind faith” that throws all God-given reason and reality away and plows forward without any word or promise of God.   Faith is never blind for it opens its eyes and its ears to the words and promises of God, trusts fully in them, and submits to His holy will.  When things regarding matters of faith seem to go against human reason, wisdom, common sense, experience, or science, the child of God in child-like trust learns to venture forth with that most significant phrase upon his lips, “Yet, at Your Word I will.”  As the psalmist says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.”
II.  Abide with us for we are sinful.

Peter did, and when he pulled back on the net it was so full of fish that it was about to tear apart.  Calling for help, they pulled in so many fish that the boats rode low in the water.  It was then that the conviction flooded Peter’s heart – this was of God.  Only the creative power of God could have produced this miracle.  And he cried, “Go away from me, Lord, because I am a sinful man.”


Isn’t this a remarkable incident?  Imagine yourself to be Peter.  How would you have responded?  Peter complied with Jesus’ words, most likely expecting to catch nothing.  But what a catch!  Then, instead of gratitude, he is seized with fear.  “That must be the almighty God Himself who has spoken.  That must be my Maker.  One day He will be my Judge!”  He expects the Lord to say to him, “Look at the multitude of sins you have committed.  You are worthy of everlasting death and damnation.”  

Jesus did not dispute those truths. Sin makes those consequences the reality for us all.  But God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him (Jn.3:17).  This is Jesus’ purpose as Savior.  This is what the words and promises of God declare to all who believe them.  Yet the devil wants to rob us of all comfort before Christ even as he sought to rob Peter of it and whispered in his ear that he must speak that way to Jesus. In his heart Peter expected nothing else than to be slain by the Lord.  But note Jesus’ words, “Have no fear.”

Here is one of the greatest pictures of grace that we have recorded for us in the Bible.  Although in sin each must mark their unworthiness before God and say (with Isaiah), “I am doomed!  I am ruined! I am afraid!”  Yet what does the Bible say? “If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and He knows everything” (1Jn.3:20).

God is greater than my heart.  God is greater than the devil’s deceitful condemnations.  This is the reason God sent His Son into this world to die in our place for sin.  In Christ, God renders a different verdict: “Your guilt is taken away; your sins are forgiven” (Is.6:7).  “Believe the good news! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”

Blessed are you, dear friends, when you learn this Gospel promise.  All depends on the words and promises of God.  If your heart and Satan should condemn you for your sin, learn to immediately lay hold upon the Gospel.  Do not imagine yourself as
