“No. My grace is enough for you, for my power is brought to its
completion in weakness.”  What does that mean?


Very simply the power of salvation that produces faith and its blessings in a man’s heart comes from no human ability. It is God’s strength alone that works forgiveness and life within you.  His strength is such that it operates best in our weakness for then it is most clear that the blessings of salvation and life do not in any way come from us and what we do, but they come in the strength of God’s grace for us in Christ. It is all grace, His doing, His gift.


You see, even a great Apostle Paul could be tempted to think that his own effectiveness as a preacher saved people and spread the Gospel throughout the world.  But it was not so, for Paul was weak in himself.  Yet, in the midst of his weakness, Christ spread His power over him.  So, he would learn to lean completely on Christ’s strength.  God’s Grace - it is enough.
  
So it is that instead of whining or complaining about our problems and difficulties, we must learn to rejoice as Paul rejoiced, “Therefore, I will be glad to boast all the more in my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may shelter (literally, throw its tent over) me, for whenever I am weak, then am I strong.”

Boy, what a picture that is!  When I am weak, then I am strong for Christ throws His tent over me. 


Grace makes us forget whatever strength we think we have in ourselves.  Grace enables us to lean entirely on Him. The strong think they have no need of help and do not seek it. The weak know their need and lay hold of the Almighty’s strength. In His grace He will provide what is enough for us.  And we will be blessed.  God grant it in our lives of faith for Jesus’ sake.  Amen
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This is my Bible. I’ve had it since 1978 – 44 years. I use it almost every day. It’s a little ragged…worn out…falling to pieces.


It’s hard to read the inscription that’s on the cover. And the cover is no longer attached. Many pages are torn and crumpled. Some have fallen out. I still have them at home. People say, “Why don’t you get a new Bible.” Because this is my friend; I know it pretty well, although my memory of where things are is fading. I have added many notes and thoughts to it over the years. It’s so useful to me just the way it is. I’d be the less without it. I wonder if God thinks of me in the same way.  

Think of it. If I have had this Bible since my seminary days 44 years ago, am I also beginning to fall apart like it.  Oh, my “cover” hasn’t come off yet, like this cover has, but I do wonder at times how long I can keep going.  I am having more troubles than I used to have, troubles with memory, troubles with writing, fortunately not any serious medical troubles yet, although I was ill this past week with a virus that has taken other people’s lives. At my age am I more at risk to things? If God would take my troubles away, I could go on; I could do more for Him and His Kingdom.


That’s how Paul felt. Earlier in this letter he described himself as a fragile “clay jar” - tossed about, pressured, ready to fall and shatter to pieces. Yet, God put a treasure in him, the Gospel. You would think that God would find a better container to hold such precious contents or that He would trade in the old container for a new, stronger one. But just as I have my reasons for using this Bible, so God had reasons for using Paul just the way he was.  

And the same is true for us. In God’s hands it’s enough the way we are. Even if we’ve got problems, it’s enough because the power of God reaches its heights not in the innate strength, beauty, or qualities of this outward container.  The power lies in the grace of God. That’s what this container depends on.
I.  Depend on the blessings of God and His grace.


Sometimes God must remind us where the power and effectiveness of the Gospel lie.  They do not lie with the one telling it, but they lie in the One of whom it tells. The power and effectiveness of the Gospel does not come from the one preaching it, but from the truth of the message that is preached.  “This all-surpassing power is from God and not from us” (4:7).  

Paul needed that reminder. Paul, the great apostle Paul?  Yes, Paul needed that reminder because Paul had been given some wonderful visions and revelations from God that no one else received. Earlier in this chapter he writes, “14 years ago (I) was caught up to the third heaven…to Paradise. (I) heard inexpressible words that a man cannot possibly speak” (v.2f).

Paul experienced things no one has ever experienced. The things he saw and heard were astounding, so extraordinary that human words do not have the capability to express them (“unutterable utterances.”)  Not only could Paul not use words to express them, but God did not permit him to tell these things. They fit the glory of heaven, not to be spoken on earth. 


You know, that’s one reason I don’t put any stock in books in which people claim to have gone to heaven and have come back here to tell us about it. If God did not permit His greatest missionary, an inspired writer of the Bible, to express these things, why would others, who are not called by God as His apostles or inspired writers, be able to do it? If Paul could not describe it and was not permitted by God to write such things, it would seem to me that God must not wish to communicate such things to us. 

Paul is the only person who got to see and hear heaven this way. It must have greatly encouraged Paul for his ministry since he endured so many hardships for preaching the Gospel. If you think that you have had it tough in your life of faith, just read chapter 11 once. Read what Paul went through and you’ll soon change your mind about your own difficulties and realize more how much God has blessed you with a good life.


God encouraged Paul with these visions.  But with that came a danger for Paul. Think of the danger this way.


If you are the only one who is cited for special attention, what are you tempted to do?  Aren’t you tempted to think rather highly of yourself? We may be Christians, but we are still sinful and the temptation to pride arises. It blinds us from seeing how needy and weak we really are.  “Oh, I’d never boast like that!” you say.  Paul was honest.  He saw the temptation to pride that confronted him and saw God’s gracious hand in allowing a “thorn in his flesh to torment him.”  We don’t know the exact nature of it, but it kept him from being conceited.  The pain brought him back to earth so that he depended on the blessings of God and His grace to get him through. God’s grace would be enough.  


It can be difficult to look upon troubles, afflictions, sufferings, hardships, problems, or illness as being from God’s grace.  Rather, we are tempted to question God and His fairness when they come.  “How can this be a blessing from the hand of a loving God?” we ask. “Why is this happening to me?”  In Paul’s case, he even said that his trouble was a “messenger of Satan to torment him.” What’s that about?  How is that consistent with God’s loving grace?


But Paul saw it that way, not because his troubles made sense to his human reason, but because in faith he trusted his Lord’s concern for him and the welfare of the Kingdom in everything that happened.  God had a purpose for allowing him to suffer, and Paul would accept it, even though he wished he didn’t have it.  

Do you have a “thorn”? The ultimate purpose in every Christian suffering is to keep us from pride and arrogance.  It is given that we may develop a full, deeper knowledge of our utmost need to depend on God’s blessings and His grace alone. It’s easy to say, “Oh, I depend on God for everything.”  But when all supports underneath us are knocked away and we feel weak and helpless, then we learn from experience how much we truly depend on God and His grace. It’s enough for us.  Such troubles are blessings from God to keep us humble, hungering, and centered on Him (Lk.6:20).  He will get us through.
II. Lean on God’s strength.

Paul took his “thorn in the flesh” without complaint.  But since he felt it held him back from proclaiming the Gospel, he prayed that God would take it away, not because of the pain, but because it hampered his effectiveness of getting to more people with Christ. So, Paul prayed urgently, not once, not twice, but three times.  


 “Keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep on knocking,” Jesus encouraged. “Call upon me in the day of trouble,” God says, “I will deliver you, and you will glorify me.” Paul did. He begged again and again.  The answer he got was this: “My grace is sufficient for you, because my power is made perfect in weakness.”  It was as if God were saying, “You serve my purpose and glory better with it.”

How about that as an answer from God?  Since it was for such a good cause, surely God would take it away! Right? But God said 
