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The Fourth Sunday in Lent:  “Laetare”

(“Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad with her.” Isaiah 66:10)
U  March 27, 2022  U
“This son of mine was dead and is alive again.  He was lost and is found.” Lk.15:24 
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice greatly with her, all you who mourn over her.  I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” (Isaiah 66:10; Psalm 122:1).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

God Is My Salvation. I will trust and not be afraid. In the middle of Lent, we come to the heart of the Gospel.  It is evident where salvation lies, in the hands of a gracious God who acts for our blessing in spite of our selves.  This is “back to the basics” of forgiveness and life by grace.
   To some it seems like God acts foolishly.  But to those who believe, His ways are powerful as He bridges the gap that exists between us and Him and restores us to His family.  

   One of the greatest, simplest, and most endearing ways Jesus portrayed this truth was in the story of the Prodigal Son.  It warms the heart, comforts the soul, and uplifts the spirit so that the penitent believer gladly approaches God in confidence and humility: “Surely, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.”

   To that end we pray: Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds.  But we ask You graciously to cleanse us from sin and comfort us with Your salvation, for Jesus’ sake.   Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 12:1-6      
God is my salvation; I will turn to Him in confident trust.  Then, in joy, I will proclaim what wonderful things He has done.  I will join with His people in singing for joy about the salvation He gives, as together we make His gracious deeds known among all people.

The Epistle Lesson: Romans 8:1-10  
God is my salvation; through faith in the Savior and in His blood shed for all, the believer will not be condemned.  In Christ God has already condemned all sin.  No longer hostile to Him according to our sinful condition, we will walk in His ways, not those of the flesh.

The Gospel Lesson: Luke 15:11-32 

God is my salvation.  I will turn to him for forgiveness as in mercy He graciously pardons all who trust in Him.  Whether a person is lost in a wayward spirit or lost in self-righteous pride, God will forgive for Jesus’ sake as they come to Him. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist:  Judy Bertoldie      The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Our Condemnation – Crushed by God’s Grace – We assume people get what the deserve…what goes around comes around…God helps those who help themselves.  All those assumptions must be crushed.  God does not operate on the principle of merit but of grace.  No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace.  When the weight of sin makes us fearful of God’s condemnation, He reveals His grace yet again. 

Point to Ponder: “Who understands us better than our fathers? Who is more intimately acquainted with our peculiarities, faults, weaknesses? Who is more ready to forgive us when we fail? The father’s heart remembers the limitations of his child and is moved to love and pity.

   So, too, our heavenly Father.  ‘He remembers that we are dust.’ That is why He offers us a salvation that is full and free…in Christ and His atoning work.  There we have everything that the loving Father heart of God could give. What peace, joy, and confidence to trust in such a Father.”                                             -- Herman Gockel on My Father Understands  
Outline of

Our Worship

Lord, Hear Us
Entrance Hymn: #279
Today’s Order of Worship: 

Matins: Hymnal pgs.32-34

Psalmody: Psalm 32 

Hymnal pg.130
Lord, Feed Us 

Isaiah 12:1-6
Romans 8:1-10
Choir: As Moses Raised the Serpent Up
Luke 15:11-32
Hymn: insert - Amazing Grace
Sermon Text: Luke 15:11-32
He Is Still There, 

My Father Who Loves Me

Lord, Accept 

Our Response
The Offering 
The Te Deum Laudamus
Hymnal pg.35
The Prayers: pg.39

Lord, Bless Us
The Benediction: pg.40

Closing Hymn: #324 st.1-2, 7-8
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
