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The Fifth Sunday in Lent:  Judica
(“Judge me justly, O God, and plead my case.” Ps.43:1)

U  April 3, 2022  U
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Judge me justly, O God, and plead my case against an ungodly nation.  Rescue me from the deceitful man.  I know You are God, my stronghold.  Send out Your light and Your truth.  Let them guide me” (Psalm 43).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Pressing on towards the Goal.  Long ago the season of Lent was much shorter than it is today.  Instead of lasting 40 days, Lent began with the 2 weeks prior to Easter.  If we observed Lent the same way, those two weeks would begin today on a day called “Passion Sunday.”

   Note how today’s Gospel Lesson deals more specifically with Christ’s upcoming rejection and death at the hands of the Jewish leaders.  Yet, even though Jesus obviously knew what lay ahead for Him, He did not turn back but continued to press onward.  A goal awaited.  

   Likewise Christians do not look back but focus ahead on wherever Christ takes them.   Knowing how great it is to have such a Savior, they press onward in the Kingdom towards the heavenly goal that lies ahead.   

   To that end we pray: Eternal God, help us remember Jesus, who obeyed Your will and bore the cross for our salvation that through His anguish, pain, and death, we may receive forgiveness and inherit eternal life.  Keep us pressing forward towards that goal; for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 43:16-21 

The Lord is faithful; He delivers His people.  He rescued them in the past from Egypt and He will save them in the future from Babylon and then eternally through the Savior.  So He encourages His people to not dwell on the past but to look ahead and press forward.
The Epistle Lesson: Philippians 3:4-14   

Once Paul came to faith in Christ, he realized that everything else in life was secondary at best. Indeed, many things are mere rubbish compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ and being found in Him.  Holding to Christ, Paul pressed onward toward the heavenly goal.  
Today’s Sermon Text: Luke 20:9-19     

In the Parable of the Wicked Tenants, Jesus foretold His death at the hands of the Jewish leaders. Although He knew it would happen, He pressed on and become the cornerstone of the Church 
O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.

The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “We hold to the defender of the Church who says, ‘I shall build My Church, not upon  length of time, nor upon the great number of people, nor upon ‘so it must be,’ nor upon the practice of word of the saints, nor even upon John the Baptist, Elijah, the prophets, or any man, no matter how good people may think he is, but upon this sole and solid Rock – Christ, the Son of God.  Here lies the strength of our faith, in Him and Him alone.  Here we are safe against the gates of hell.  He cannot lie and deceive; all men do (Ps.116:11)…..The perfectly pure, the only and the certain Word of God must be the only foundation of our faith.’”        – adapted from Martin Luther’s The Church’s One Foundation

Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Entrance Hymn: #155
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

Isaiah 43:16-21
Philippians 3:8-14
Hymn Response: #447
Luke 20:9-19
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22

Sermon Hymn: #175
Sermon: Luke 20:9-19 
Lord, Help Us Press Onward in Faith
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
Prayers
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymns: #307 & #477
Post Communion:  pg.29

Closing Hymn: #465 st.1&4
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
