Maundy Thursday                                       April 14, 2022
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Our service this evening is longer than usual. It divided into two parts. The first part commemorates Maundy Thursday and the gift of our Lord’s body and blood in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The second part commemorates Good Friday and the fulfillment of God’s promised salvation in a form of the ancient Office of Tenebrae.  
Tenebrae is the Latin word for darkness. The service’s roots are found in the 4th Century A.D. It seeks to impress upon our hearts the blackness of sin and the magnitude of the Savior’s willing sacrifice for it.
The bare altar symbolizes the cross, the altar on which Christ, the Lamb of God, was sacrificed. The candles symbolize His life.  Seven candles represent His seven words from the cross.  The darkening of the church represents His ebbing life. As each word and meditation is read, a candle is extinguished until one remains. After the reading of final lesson, the church in darkness hears the sound of the closing Bible, signifying the stone being rolled in front of the tomb.  The last candle is not extinguished but is removed, reminding us that Jesus’ death was no ordinary one, for death held no power over Him.  It could not deprive Him of life for “He is the resurrection and the life.”  Of His own will He entered death only to take up His life in the body three days later.  To symbolize this, the remaining candle is not extinguished but is removed from the altar for a time.

After the last candle’s light is removed, the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) is sung into the darkness.  Subdued, the candle flickers in the darkness.  Its light, though faint, foreshadows renewal of faith and hope in the fulfillment of God’s eternal promise to raise His Son to life again on the third day
The service ends in silence. No offering is taken in the service so as not to diminish the focus on Jesus’ supreme offering of Himself for us. The offering plates will be found at the door.  There you may place your offering in response to His gift of Himself for us.
The Seventh Word: “Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit.”        

The Prayer                                                           (Lk.23:46 – Ps.118:18f)
The Lesson: “Jesus Burial
Shutting of the Bible                                         (Signifying the closing tomb)
Removal of the Candle
The “Agnus Dei”

Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction

Silent Prayer

The Post Service:  Following the silent prayer, pastor will exit and the congregation may leave in silence to quietly meditate on the wonder of this day.  If you wish you may remain seated in silent contemplation.  Within our hearts there is sadness because of sin. However, our joy in the Savior supersedes it.  Therefore, rejoicing in Him we look forward to the Festival of the Resurrection.  As you leave you may place your offering in the plate at the door
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Point to Ponder: “There is nothing which so strongly and compellingly urges us to turn to God with all our hearts as the death of the Son of God for our sins on the cross.  Oh, what a sad day on which God dies!  Life dies with Him.  But, oh, what a blessed day on which the Son of God dies for us!  His death is our life!  

   Oh, that God may have mercy upon us all and today, as in spirit we go to Golgotha and stand beneath the cross of dying love, may God give us to drink of the spring of the water of life opened for us on Golgotha and flowing from the heart of the Crucified.  May He make His cross a tree of life for us!”                                                  
 -- CFW Walther on Good Friday

The Service of Holy Communion
The Invocation and Prayer
Pastor:  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of Your people this night, turning us from our sin to life in You alone.  Give us Your Holy Spirit that we may attend to Your Word, confess our sins, receive Your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.

All:

Amen.

Opening Address: “The Awesome Glory of the Lord’s Supper” 
The Confession of Sins and Absolution        
ALL:
Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord; O Lord, hear my voice.  Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.  If You kept a record of sins, who could stand?  But with You there is forgiveness.  I wait for You, O Lord, and in Your Word I put my hope.

Pastor: Children of God, put your hope in the Lord, for with Him is unfailing love and full redemption.  He has redeemed you from all your sins. You are forgiven Go in peace; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.                                                     adapted from Psalm 130

The Institution and Distribution of the Lord’s Supper

(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness.  Because Holy Communion implies oneness of faith, our practice is that of Close Communion, confirming our fellowship with Him and confessing our unity in faith with each other.  Therefore, we ask that non-members speak with the Pastor before communing.)
Post Communion Prayer

The Hymn:  The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord      st.1-5    163
The Service of the Word
(Having celebrated in the Sacrament the blessings of our Lord’s body and blood for us, we now commemorate the work of His suffering and death  in a series of meditations based on Jesus Seven Last Words from the cross as seen through the writings of the Psalmists.)
The First Word: “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”                                                        (Lk.23:34 - Ps.69:4; 22:6-8)
The Candle Extinguished

The Prayer

The Second Word: “Truly, I say to you: ‘Today you will be with Me in Paradise.’”                                        (Lk.23:43 - Ps.69:13ff; 16:9f)
The Candle Extinguished

The Prayer

The Hymn:  There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood       
            157
The Third Word: “Woman, behold your son; Son, behold your mother.”                                                                  (Jn 19:26 - Ps.22:9f)     

The Candle Extinguished                                                     
The Prayer

The Fourth Word: “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani: My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”                (Mt.27:46 - Ps.22:1-2,24; 118:5) The Candle Extinguished                                                    
 The Prayer

The Hymn:  Throned Upon the Awe-full Tree   
            174
The Fifth Word: “I thirst!”                        (Jn.19:28 - Ps.69:1-3,20-21)
The Candle Extinguished

The Prayer

The Sixth Word: “It is finished!”                    (Jn.19:30 - Ps.22:30-32)

The Candle Extinguished

The Prayer

The Hymn:  “O Perfect Life of Love”       
st.1-5         170
