The Fourth Sunday of Easter – Series C
First Lesson: Acts 13:15,16,26-33 – Paul at Antioch in Pisidia
15After the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Gentlemen, brothers, if you have a word of encouragement for the people, say it.” 16Then Paul stood up, motioned with his hand, and said, 26“Gentlemen, brothers, sons of Abraham’s family, and those among you who fear God, this message of salvation has been sent to you. 27The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize him, and by condemning him they fulfilled the statements of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. 28Though they found no grounds for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29When they carried out everything that was written about him, they took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30But God raised him from the dead, 31and for many days he was seen by those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. These same individuals are now his witnesses to the people. 32“We are preaching to you the good news about the promise that was made to our fathers. 33God has fulfilled this promise for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is also written in the second Psalm: 

‘You are my Son. Today I have begotten you.’ 

34“That God would raise him from the dead never again to be subject to decay, God said in this way: 

‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ 
35“Therefore he also says in another place: 

‘You will not let your Holy One see decay.’ 

36“For David, after he had served God’s purpose in his own generation, fell asleep, was laid to rest with his fathers, and saw decay. 37But the One God raised did not see decay. 

38“So, gentlemen, brothers, let it be known to you that through this Jesus forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you, also forgiveness from everything from which you could not be justified through the law of Moses. 39In this Jesus, everyone who believes is justified.”

Epistle Lesson: Revelation 7:9-17 – In Heaven; the Lamb Is the Shepherd
9After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing in front of the throne and of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palm branches in their hands. 10They called out with a loud voice and said: 

“Salvation comes from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb.”
11All the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living creatures. They fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12saying: 

“Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and might belong to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 

13One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed in white robes, who are they and where did they come from?” 

And I answered him, “Sir, you know.” 

14And he said to me: 

“These are the ones who are coming out of the great tribulation. 

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15Because of this they are in front of the throne of God, 

and they serve him day and night in his temple. 

He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 

16They will never be hungry or thirsty ever again. 

The sun will never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat, 

17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd. 

He will lead them to springs of living water. 


And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Gospel Lesson: John 10:22-30 – The Shepherd and His Sheep 
22Then the Festival of Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple area in Solomon’s Colonnade. 

24So the Jews gathered around Jesus, asking, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 

25Jesus answered them, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I am doing in my Father’s name testify about me. 26But you do not believe, because you are not my sheep, as I said to you. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all. No one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.” 
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