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  June 26, 2022     
“Whoever has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  Rev.2:11
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“May God be gracious to us and bless us…so that Your ways may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations.  May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear Him” (Psalm 67).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The Cost of Discipleship – The Believer’s All.  To follow Christ does not come without cost.  The Savoir calls His people to deny themselves, take up the cross, and follow wherever He takes them.  As the Savior gave His all for us, so the believer gives his all to the Savior.  From a worldly standpoint, that’s a high price to pay.  

   But it’s worth it to have such a Savior and to enjoy the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation He gives! Those blessings grow in life and increase in eternity.  They far outweigh any cost to us in the present.

   May we respond without hesitation or excuse when our Lord calls to walk in His ways. Then the light of His grace will show the way for others to follow and give thanks for His boundless kindnesses to us.

   To that end we pray:  O God, You have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love You.  Pour into our hearts such love for You that, loving You above all things, we may obtain Your promises, which exceed all that we can desire, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: 1 Kings 19:19-21          
After his time of dejection for people not receiving the Lord’s message from him, God sends the prophet Elijah to prepare others to carry out the work of the Lord.  The Lord sends him to Elisha, who immediately leaves his family behind to be schooled by Elijah for the Lord’s work.  
The Epistle Lesson: 2 Corinthians 11:21-30
The Apostle Paul recounts the hardships that he faced in his dedication to taking the Gospel to people so that they might know Christ as their Savior.  
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 9:51-62
The call to follow Jesus involves a change of heart and life.  It involves sacrifice and commitment with no looking back or making of excuses, and with the understanding that some may not welcome you.  Count the cost; then follow wherever the Lord Jesus takes you.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist:  Judy Bertoldie      The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Through the Word, Christ Creates Committed Followers - There are different types of followers: the half-hearted versus the committed.  Jesus wants followers who are all-in…who love Him above all things…who would be willing to leave everything else behind if that is what it takes to be with Him.  We simply do not have it in us to produce that level of commitment.  But Jesus’ words have His power to enable us.  His word alone creates the very commitment that He seeks.
Point to Ponder: “Nothing in heaven and earth would be more pleasant than the Word without the cross.  But the delight would not last long, since nature cannot bear pure joy and delight for a long period of time…For this reason God has seasoned this pleasant dish a bit for us and has sharpened its taste with vinegar and myrrh lest we become surfeited with it.  For ‘sourness whets the appetite,’ they say.  Just so trouble on earth makes our hearts more eager, anxious, and thirsty for this treasure that is yet to come.”  

-- Martin Luther on Bearing the Cross Makes Wearing the Crown the More Glorious

Outline of

Our Worship

Lord, Hear Us
Entrance Hymn: #270
Today’s Order of Worship: 

Matins: Hymnal pgs.32-34

Psalmody: Psalm 67 

Hymnal pg.137
Lord, Feed Us 

(Acts 19:19-21)
2 Corinthians 11:21-30
Hymn Response: #396
Luke 9:51-62
Hymn: #451
Sermon Text: Revelation 2:8-11
Hear What the Spirit Says…
To the Church in Smyrna
Lord, Accept 

Our Response
The Offering 
 The Te Deum Laudamus: pg.35
The Prayers: pg.39

Lord, Bless Us
The Benediction: pg.40

Closing Hymn: #400
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
