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  September 18, 2022 
“No servant can serve two masters…You cannot serve both God and mammon.” Luke 16:13
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“How blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who is walking in His ways.  May the LORD bless you from Zion, so that you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life” (Psalm 128). 

W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Know where true worth lies.   A person’s attitude towards everything in life reflects his relationship with God. The Bible warns that an obsession with material things will relegate God to low priority for us.  But the greater treasures are the eternal ones, which He won for us by sending Christ into the world.  Of these we should strive for more.  
   As good stewards of these gifts we will also make wise use of everything else we have in service to the Gospel Kingdom.  Therein lies true worth before God.  So, we will place the Gospel first and use the gifts He bestows upon us in service to it.  Then all that we are and have becomes a resource for serving the Lord, realizing that we cannot serve both God and Mammon.
   To that end we pray: Lord God, You call us to work in Your kingdom and leave no one standing idle.  Help us to order our lives by Your wisdom, so that we devote our lives to You and serve You in willing obedience for the sake of the Gospel, for Jesus’ sake. Amen
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Ecclesiastes 5:10-20  

If a person serves money, he will not find rest and will end up disappointed.  Not only must God give us what we have, but only He can enable us to enjoy His gifts and find happiness.  
The Epistle Lesson: 1 Timothy 6:6-10,17-19

We came into this world with no material goods, and we leave it in the same way. We can’t take this world’s riches with us.  A greater wealth is available to us in the Savior.  Serving the Lord in faith with all that we are and have leads to a generous life now and a greater life in eternity.   
The Gospel Lesson: Luke 16:1-13              

In the Parable of the Unrighteous Steward, Jesus teaches us to be good and wise managers of God’s gifts.  All that we have is actually His.  The steward’s actions were worldly and self-centered.  Ours are motivated by grateful hearts that look to eternal things as we seek to support God’s Kingdom and the preaching of the Gospel in the world.
O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Jesus’ own body and blood to forgive our sins and strengthen us in faith.  It is a gift given with certain responsibilities.  The Sacrament is intended for those who have been instructed, understand, and confess as one what they are receiving and doing.  Through it we express our unity of faith (1 Cor.10:17).  Therefore, we ask that only confirmed members of Peace Lutheran Church or our sister congregations of the WELS or ELS approach to receive Communion.  If you would like to become a communicant member of Peace or have any questions about our practice, the pastor would be happy to meet with you after the service.   

The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Roger Neumann
Point to Ponder: “If I am to make for myself ‘friends by the use of worldly wealth,’ I must first be godly…and good at heart, for God looks upon the heart, and as He finds the heart, so He estimates our work….Let the heart first be good through faith, that the works may flow forth in love for Him….You cannot build from without inward. You do not start at the roof, but at the foundation. Therefore, faith in Christ must first be present….Works do not make me good, but show that I am good, and bear witness that the faith in me is genuine.” 
                                                                        -- Martin Luther on today’s Gospel Lesson

Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Entrance Hymn: #568
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

Ecclesiastes 5:10-20
1 Timothy 6:6-10,17-19
Hymn Response: #430 st.1-4
Luke 16:1-13
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22

Sermon Hymn: #507
Sermon: Mark 4:26-30
The Growth of the Seed
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
Prayer
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymns: #306
Post Communion:  pg.29

Closing Hymn: #46
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
