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  October 2, 2022 
“The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’” Luke 16:5
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him.  He is my fortress and I will never be shaken.  Trust in Him at all times; pour out your hearts to Him, for God is our refuge” (Psalm 62).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Lord, Increase Our Faith.  Christ is the foundation of the Christian life. Faith links us to Him, and “without faith it is impossible to please God.”  So it was that earlier Church fathers coined the phrase:  Sola Fide - by faith alone.  Through faith we are saved; by faith we live; in faith we die and rise to eternal life.  Faith is critical, and Christians want to grow stronger in it so that they can stand firm throughout the tests of time.  
   But faith in any old thing will not due.  It is only by faith in Christ Jesus that we are saved.  We need to grow stronger in it. Although a weak faith saves, it can suffer adversity that threatens its existence, and it finds it harder to live the Christian life.  A weak faith also does not enjoy the blessings of stability that a stronger faith experiences.  With such obstacles confronting a faith, we say: “Lord, increase our faith.”
   To that end we pray: Almighty God, in Your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body and soul.  Make us ready with cheerful hearts and a strong faith to do whatever pleases you; for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
Old Testament Lesson: 1 Chronicles 29:1-2,10-18
King David knew that everything he had was given to him by the hand of God.  So it was that in faith he led the way in bringing offerings for the building of the temple.  He would not build it.  The construction would fall to his son, Solomon.  Yet he would lead the way in its preparation.
Epistle Lesson: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-5,11-12   
As Paul begins his second letter to the Christians in Thessalonica, he thanks God for their growing faith.  Their faith enabled them not only to grow in love for one another, but it also helped them stand firm in the face of persecution.
Gospel Lesson: Luke 17:1-10              
Jesus instructs His disciples on matters of faith.  When He mentions certain qualities that a Christian will show, the disciples ask Him to increase their faith.  For such a stronger faith they must depend more and more upon God’s grace alone to do the works of faith.

O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “Even God Himself cannot give heaven to the person who does not believe, for through faith and faith alone you will be saved.”  -- Martin Luther on The Necessity of Faith
“Know that you are a servant overwhelmed by very much obedience.  You must not set yourself first…Do not boast of yourself if you have served well, as you should have done.  The sun obeys, the moon complies, and the angels serve.  Let us not require praise from ourselves.”  -- St. Ambrose on Luke 17:7-10
Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Entrance Hymn: #15
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

1 Chronicles 29:1-2,10-18
2 Thessalonians 1:1-5,11-12
Hymn Response: #396
Luke 17:1-10
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22

Sermon Hymn: #381
Sermon:  Luke 17:1-10
Lord, Increase My Faith!
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
Prayer
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymns: #307 & 465
Post Communion:  pg.29

Closing Hymn: #47
Silent Prayer
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
