Advent 1 – Series A
Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 2:1-5 – Glory of The Mountain of the LORD
1 This is the message that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2It shall happen in the latter days that the mountain of the Lord’s house will be established as the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, and all nations will flow to it.  3Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let’s go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob.  Then he will teach us from his ways, and we will walk in his paths. For from Zion the law shall go out, and the Lord’s word shall go out from Jerusalem. 4He will judge between the nations, and he will mediate for many peoples. Then they will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, and they shall not learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, and let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Epistle Lesson:  Philippians 4:4-7 – The Lord Is Near.  Rejoice! 
4Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 21:1-11 – Jesus Enters Jerusalem
1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Immediately you will find a donkey tied there along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 

4This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, humble, and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

6The disciples went and did just as Jesus commanded them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their outer clothing on them, and he sat on it. 8A very large crowd spread their outer clothing on the road. Others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them out on the road. 9The crowds who went in front of him and those who followed kept shouting, 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest! 

10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, asking, “Who is this?” 11And the crowds were saying, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
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