Last Sunday of Pentecost: Christ the King – Series C
Old Testament: Jeremiah 23:1-6 – A Righteous Branch from David’s Line
1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! declares the Lord. 

2Therefore, this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says about the shepherds who shepherd my people.  You have scattered my flock.  You have driven them away. You have not taken care of them, but I will certainly take care of you, because of the evil things you have done, declares the Lord. 

3I will gather what is left of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their pastures. They will be fruitful and multiply. 

4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them. They will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing, declares the Lord. 

5Listen, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, who will reign wisely as king and establish justice and righteousness on earth. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will dwell securely. This is his name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.
Epistle:  Colossians 1:13-20 – Out of the Kingdom of Darkness
13The Father rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, 16for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, things seen and unseen, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17He is before all things, and all things hold together in him. 

18He is also the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that in all things he might have the highest rank. 19For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to reconcile all things to himself (whether things on earth or in heaven) by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 23:35-43- This Is The King of the Jews
35The people stood watching. The rulers were ridiculing him, saying, “He saved others. Let him save himself, if this is the Christ of God, the Chosen One!” 

36The soldiers also made fun of him. Coming up to him, they offered him sour wine, 37saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 

38There was also an inscription written above him: “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him, saying, “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same condemnation? 41We are punished justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for what we have done, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.”  43Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be with me in paradise.” 
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