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The Third Sunday in Advent
(“Gaudete – Rejoice”)
R  December 11, 2022 R
“Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord.”  James 5:7
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. Blessed are those whose hope is in the LORD.  He sets prisoners free; He gives sight to the blind. The LORD reigns forever”  (Psalm 146).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Waiting Patiently for the Lord.  When Isaiah described the coming of the Lord, the glorious description must have aroused an intense feeling of longing and eagerness to see the day: “The desert will bloom…The blind will see…Water will gush forth in the wilderness…Gladness and joy will overtake you...”and so on.  But there were still seven centuries to wait in the Old Testament times until the Christ was born.

   The New Testament times place us into a situation similar to that experienced by the people of Isaiah’s day. We also wait in eager anticipation of Christ’s coming at His second advent.  As we await that day, which will be more glorious than His first coming, God encourages us to balance our anxious expectation with calm and humble patience.

   To that end we pray:  Hear our prayers, Lord Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty deliverance.  Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light, for Your name’s sake.  Amen.
- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 

The Savior’s coming will bring a time of great change.  Joy to the suffering, strength to the weak, healing to the sick, and divine deliverance to the spiritually oppressed would signal His advent.  The redeemed will walk in the way of the Lord, and they will rejoice.

The Epistle Lesson:  James 5:7-11                   
In every age God’s people endure oppression in a fallen world. Sin stirs up trials and tribulations. But Christ will return with divine deliverance, for God is full of compassion and mercy on those who look to Him. Persevere in faith; avoid complaining; blessings await at His coming.

The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 11:2-11  

While in prison John the Baptist sent his disciples to Jesus to ask if He were the long-awaited Messiah.  Jesus pointed John’s disciples to the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.  To His own disciples, Jesus speaks of John’s importance, but even more, of His own importance in the Kingdom and that of those, who in humility, place all their trust in Him.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder: "Come, Lord Jesus! – As Messiah 
   Humanity desires a made-to-order Messiah.  We want the Savior we want.  The Jews wanted a political Messiah to save them from Rome. Many a modern Christian wants a Messiah who is a good teacher, an inspiration of brotherly love, or a dispenser of liberally-given blessings to ensure that life is blessed, as people like to define it.

   That is not the Messiah who came and will come again.  Jesus defied the expectations of Israel and continues to defy the desires of the world. 

   He reminds us that blessed is a term that He defines.  It begins with not rejecting the Messiah because He fails to meet our expectations.  One proof that He truly is the Messiah is that He fulfilled every prophecy made about Him. Therefore, blessed people respond to adverse circumstances with patient waiting and confidence that at the right time, the Messiah will fix all that is broken in life when He returns
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