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The Fourth Sunday in Advent
R  December 18, 2022 R 
“They will name Him Immanuel, which means ‘God with us.’”   Matthew 1:23
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever.  I will declare that Your love stands firm forever.  Who is like You, LORD God Almighty?  Those who acclaim You walk in the light of Your presence” (Psalm 89).

W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Immanuel!   As we draw near to the celebration of Christmas, those who are prepared in faith will receive the Babe of Bethlehem as the promised Savior.  More than just a man, He is also God.  He is “Immanuel.”  God is with us, among us, as one of us.  

   The name speaks of the comfort we have in His omnipresence in our lives.  But more than that, it is a name that speaks to Jesus’ person and the surety of His redemption for us.  If Jesus were only a man, he would be of no help to us eternally.  But because He is also true God, He could accomplish salvation for us.  He is God with us, God among us, God for us, God as one of us – Immanuel.  Prepare to receive Him at His wondrous birth.  Oh, come, Oh, Come, Immanuel! 

   To that end we pray: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come.  Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of Your birth, that we may receive You in joy and serve You always; for Your name’s sake.  Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-14      

On all sides, Israel’s enemies threatened to destroy them.  The Lord offered a sign to King Ahaz to assure him of His protection.  In mock humility Ahaz refused God’s help.  Leaving the king to follow his way of rejection, God offered instead a future sign of hope to those who believed – the sign of Immanuel.

The Epistle Lesson:  Romans 1:1-7     

As we begin to celebrate Jesus’ birth, God’s chosen servant, the Apostle Paul, reminds us who Jesus is.  He is true man and true God, declared to be the Savior by the power displayed in His resurrection from the dead.  Because of that, divine grace and peace abound in those who believe.
The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25    
The coming birth of Jesus, the Christ, is told to Joseph by an angel from God.  His special person as the Messiah is revealed to Joseph.  Righteous Joseph bows in humility to the Lord for what He is accomplishing and takes Mary to be his wife.
O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Jesus’ own body and blood to forgive our sins and strengthen us in faith.  It is a gift given with certain responsibilities.  The Sacrament is intended for those who have been instructed, understand, and confess as one what they are receiving and doing.  Through it we express our unity of faith (1 Cor.10:17).  Therefore, we ask that only confirmed members of Peace Lutheran Church or our sister congregations of the WELS or ELS approach to receive Communion.  If you would like to become a communicant member of Peace or have any questions about our practice, the pastor would be happy to meet with you after the service.   

The Organist: Judy Bertoldie               

The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “So it must be – whoever expects to be redeemed and saved…must believe that Christ is true God, through whom the world was made, also true man, born of Mary.  This faith alone saves – none other.                   -- Martin Luther on Faith in a Divine Christ Makes Us Christians
Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Entrance Hymn: #95
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

Isaiah 7:10-14
Romans 1:1-7
Choir: Peace Came to Earth
Matthew 1:18-25
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22

Sermon Hymn: #62
Sermon:  Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23
The Sign: “Immanuel.”
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
Prayer
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymn: #85
Post Communion:  pg.29

Closing Hymn: #76 st.1-3
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
