Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church

(Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod)

300 E. Washington Street, Marshfield, MO  65706

Church phone: 417.468.6061   Pastor Lehmann’s cell phone: 693.3244

www.peacelutheran wels.church       You can also find us on Facebook Email address: revelehmann@gmail.com
The Second Sunday in Advent
R  December 4, 2022 R 
“The kingdom of heaven is near…. Prepare the way of the Lord.”   Matthew 3:2-3
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e
“Remember Your mercy, O LORD; remember Your mercy and love.  Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD.  Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. With You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared” (Ps. 130).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Prepare the Way of the Lord.  During the Advent Season, the Scriptures encourage us to get ready for Christ at His coming.  One gets ready by keeping watch for Him and by “walking in His light” (Is.2:5).  Before we walk in His light, we must recognize the way of darkness and turn from it.  John helped the people in his day do that, calling them to repentance.
   The Greek word for repent means to have a change of mind, to think differently.  When it comes to such change, only God can affect it within us.  He enables us to see things differently, to stop looking at ourselves and our disobedient ways and to see His saving will for us in Christ.  The Holy Spirit works the desire for His presence in our lives, and a way for the Lord to come to us with His saving gifts is prepared in our hearts. 
   To that end we pray: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your Son.  By His coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10   
A prophecy regarding the Messianic Age: When the Savior comes, He will be a descendant of King David – the Branch.  HHHe will be filled with heavenly traits and will exercise right judgments on the earth.  He will restore peace to His creation as it once again finds its rest in Him.  

The Epistle Lesson:  Romans 15:4-13     
Paul encourages believers to be united in a mindset that looks to the Lord and His ways rather than their own.  Then the Lord will fill them with the peace, joy, and hope that He gives in Christ as they endure and encourage each other with the Word of God.

The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 3:1-12
God’s kingdom of grace and peace was near. Christ was coming to begin His earthly ministry, leading to our salvation at the cross.  But He hadn’t yet begun for God would first send a messenger to get the people ready. John the Baptist came, calling people to prepare for the Savior’s coming.
O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: "The ‘peace on earth’ of which the angels sang was not a program of international good will, nor was it even primarily the peace of man towards man.  It was peace between God and man.  ‘God and sinners reconciled.’  It was the peace of soul, peace of mind, and peace of conscience which comes from the knowledge that ‘God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not charging our sins against us.’ It is given fully and freely to all who kneel in humble faith at Bethlehem’s manger.  May it possess your heart and mind in special measure during the coming days.”         -- Herman Gockel on Heavenly Peace

Outline of

Our Worship
Lord, Hear Us

Entrance Hymn: #63
Order of Worship: pg.15 

The Communion Service

(The Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis pp.17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)
Prayer of the Day

Lord, Speak To Us:

Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-13
Choir: A Shoot Shall Come Forth Out of Jesse
Matthew 3:1-12
The Nicene Creed:  pg.22

Sermon Hymn: #61
Sermon:  Isaiah 11:1-10
The “Branch” Is My “Banner”
Lord, We Respond:

The Offertory:  pg. 22
The Offering
Prayer
Lord, Bless Us:

Holy Communion: pp.24-31

(Visitors: Please read Our Practice of Holy Communion in the box inside the bulletin)

Distribution Hymn: #58
Post Communion:  pg.29

Closing Hymn: #645 st.1,2,5 
Pastor will usher you out at the pews.
