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Lighting Candles at Advent
Quite often the candles in the church’s Advent wreath are lit with no particular acknowledgment of their presence or meaning.  What is the meaning of the wreath, and what do the candles signify?

The evergreen in the wreath represents life.  In the gloom of winter, the evergreen is about the only thing that shows signs of life.  It represents our Savior and the life that is in Him, for in the winter of our sin His coming brings the hope of salvation and everlasting life to all who believe in Him.

The four colored candles in the wreath represent the four Sundays in Advent.  Three of them are violet in color, symbolizing a time of repentance and preparation, since it was our sin that made it necessary for Christ to enter our world.  The candle for the third Sunday is rose, a color of rejoicing, to remind us that in the midst of our time of repentance there is cause for joy because our Lord has come to take away our sins.

Except for this third candle, which is sometimes called Guadete (Latin for Rejoice), no specific names or concepts have been assigned to each candle in the wreath.  But over the years several different designations have arisen.  Some name them the candles Prophecy, Bethlehem, Shepherds, and Angel.  Others refer to them as the candles of Love, Peace, Joy, and Hope  since these are the fruits of the Spirit which God gives to each believer by way of faith in Jesus Christ (Galatians 5:22).  We shall follow this latter designation for the candles in our wreath.

The First Candle:  Love

The first candle that we light today has been called The Candle of Love to symbolize the love of God revealed to us during this season.  

God the Father presented to us the full measure of His love by giving His only begotten Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sin, “for God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  God the Son showed us the great extent of His love by laying down His life for us, for “greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”  And God the Holy Spirit gives each believer the capacity to love as a gift and fruit of faith to all who are in Christ.  As it was said of the early Christians, “Behold, how they love one another.”
To the extent that our Lord dwells in each of us by faith, He blesses us with His love and teaches us to exercise love in return.  So may the love of God revealed to us this season compel us to love as He so greatly loved us.

Congregational Scripture Reading:

“My command is this – love each other as I have loved you.  You are my friends if you do what I command.  For you did not choose me, but I chose you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last.  This is my command:  Love each other.”  

(John 15:12-17)
Prayer (Pastor):

Dear Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, through whom the blessings of redemption flow by faith to every sinner, forgive us our sins and increase our faith this Advent season that we might know the full extent of Your redeeming love for us.  Give us also the capacity to love as You have loved us, so that Your purposes for us Your disciples may never be thwarted but find fulfillment through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

Lighting Candles at Advent
Quite often the candles in the church’s Advent wreath are lit with no particular acknowledgment of their presence or meaning.  What is the meaning of the wreath, and what do the candles signify?

The evergreen in the wreath represents life.  In the gloom of winter, the evergreen is about the only thing that shows signs of life.  It represents our Savior and the life that is in Him, for in the winter of our sin His coming brings the hope of salvation and everlasting life to all who believe in Him.

The four colored candles in the wreath represent the four Sundays in Advent.  Three of them are violet in color, symbolizing a time of repentance and preparation, since it was our sin that made it necessary for Christ to enter our world.  The candle for the third Sunday is rose, a color of rejoicing, to remind us that in the midst of our time of repentance there is cause for joy because our Lord has come to take away our sins.

Except for this third candle, which is sometimes called Guadete (Latin for “Rejoice”), no specific names or concepts have been assigned to each candle in the wreath.  But over the years several different designations arose.  Last year we followed the designation for the candles which refers to them as Prophecy, Bethlehem, Shepherds, and Angel.  This year we follow the designation Love, Peace, Joy, and Hope, since these are the fruits of the Spirit which God gives to each believer by way of faith in the Child born in Bethlehem (Gal.5:22).  
The first candle in the wreath that was lit last Sunday is called Love.  It reminds us of the redeeming love of God that was revealed to fallen mankind during this season.  The second candle that we light today is called Peace to symbolize the blessed relationship with God that we now enjoy through the Savior.  

The Second Candle:  Peace

When our Lord first created Adam and Eve, he created them in His own image – holy and righteous, having perfect knowledge and being in harmony with Him.  As a result, there was peace in Eden.

But that peace was soon shattered by Adam and Eve’s disobedience.  In the fall into sin, God’s image was lost to mankind.  No longer holy, a wall of separation divided God and man, and man with man.  That wall is sin.  Only the promised Seed of the woman could tear it down and overcome its power in people’s lives.  That promised Seed is Christ Jesus.
At His first coming, Christ Jesus breached the wall.  He restored the image of God and regained for us the harmonious relationship.  Although the perfection of God’s image cannot be enjoyed to its fullest capacity here while this imperfect world exists, still, in the heart of each believer, God’s righteousness has begun its reign.  

All who believe in the Savior know again “the peace of God which transcends all understanding” (Philippians 4:7).  So may this peace of God, revealed to us this season, compel us by the Spirit’s power to share His love and peace among all until He comes again.  
Congregational Scripture Reading:

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid….You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you’….I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In the world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” (John 14:27f; 16:33)
Prayer (Pastor):

O Holy Spirit, You have called us to faith by the Gospel. Enlighten our hearts with Your gifts.  Sanctify and keep us in faith.  Let the peace of Christ shine within and through us.  Help us to become peacemakers in Your Kingdom, reflecting the light of Christ’s salvation in this dark world of sin, and in such a way to help draw others to faith in Him; through Christ Jesus, our Lord.  Amen.
Lighting Candles at Advent
The lighting of candles in the Advent Wreath helps to symbolize the age before the first advent of Christ when the light of prophecy concerning the coming Messiah became brighter and brighter.  Then suddenly He appeared saying, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

As we now await His second advent, the light of faith shines within each believer producing in ever increasing brightness the divine gifts of Love, Peace, Joy, and Hope that the Savior gives.  Each gift is a fruit of the Spirit which God bestows upon the heart by way of faith in Jesus, the Savior.

The first candle in the wreath was called the candle of Love in order to symbolize the love of God that was revealed to fallen mankind during this season.  The second candle was called the candle of Peace to symbolize the blessed relationship with God that we now enjoy through the Savior.  The third candle that we light today has been called the candle of Joy to symbolize the effect that faith in the Savior has upon the one who trusts in Him.

The Third Candle:  Joy

The faith-filled Christian knows that Jesus came the first time to save him from sin.  He knows that in Christ is forgiveness and life.  And he knows that Christ shall come again to take him to the mansions prepared above.  All is cause for great joy.

The Christian also understands the fragile nature of his existence in this world.  There will be times of trouble and great testing.  He will weep in pain inflicted by bodily illness or emotional distress.  He will suffer in the face of trials and tribulations for bearing the name of Christ.  He will grieve at the death of loved ones.  And he will cry in anguish for the sins that so easily beset him.

Yet, in all things we fix our eyes on the Lord Jesus, “who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).  From there He will come again to call us to Himself forever.  Then He will wipe away every tear from our eyes.  “Surely, this is our God; we trusted in Him and he saved us.  Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation” (Psalm 25:9).  This is the joy born in us through faith in the Christ-child this most holy season.

Congregational Scripture Reading:

“In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.  I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn….You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.  Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy….and your joy will be complete.”  (John 16:19-24)
Prayer (Pastor):

O Holy Spirit, keep our eyes upon the wonders of Christ and the joy that He brings to us through faith in Him.  Then in the midst of the trials and difficulties of this life, we shall be filled with comfort and strength as we stand in anticipation of the complete joy that is yet to come.  Hear us and grant our request for His name’s sake.  Amen.


Lighting Candles at Advent
The lighting of candles in the Advent Wreath helps to symbolize the age before the first advent of Christ when the light of prophecy concerning the coming Messiah became brighter and brighter until He appeared saying, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

As we now await His second advent, the light of faith shines within each believer producing in ever increasing brightness the divine gifts of Love, Peace, Joy, and Hope that the Savior gives.  Each gift is a fruit of the Spirit which God bestows upon the heart by way of faith in Jesus, the Savior.

The first candle in the wreath was called the candle of Love in order to symbolize the love of God that was revealed to fallen mankind during this season.  The second candle was called the candle of Peace to symbolize the blessed relationship with God that we now enjoy through the Savior.  The third candle was called the candle of Joy to symbolize the effect that faith in the Savior has upon the one who trusts in Him.  The fourth candle that we light today has been called the candle of Hope to symbolize the surety of the blessed promises which God has in store for His people through Christ.

The Fourth Candle:  Hope

At the far end of the road of life, Christ has promised many exciting things to the one who remains in faith.  He has promised the angels to carry the believer to eternal glory.  He has promised the splendor and honor of serving Him as kings and priests of righteousness.  He has promised that the eternal dwelling of God shall be with men and that every tear shall be wiped from their eyes.  It fills us with hope as we look forward in great anticipation to the things that are yet to come.  
Such hope has always sustained God’s people in their present sufferings.  In hope they triumph over long years of walking through the valley of the shadow of death.  In hope they endure persecution, danger, sickness, and the sword.  In hope they lay loved ones to rest, awaiting the resurrection to take place on the great day of the Lord’s coming.  Hope sustains them in the present.

Christmas and the birth of the Savior usher in this hope and lay it before us as a bright, shining jewel.  So it is fitting that our last candle in the Advent season should symbolize the hope that is in us as we look forward in anticipation to the Advent of the Savior.
Congregational Scripture Reading:

“He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  

Isaiah 40:29-31

Prayer (Pastor):  
O Holy Spirit, who in the Word fires the imagination of God’s people, hold us firm in the faith and steady our feeble steps through this world in the Christian hope of the better life that is to come.  And when Christ bursts forth in magnificent splendor to claim us for eternity, may we see Him with our own eyes and rejoice at His coming; through His most holy name.  Amen.
