
Christmas Day
                                                    Sunday, December 25, 2022
[image: image1.wmf]Welcome in the name of the newborn Savior.  We are happy to have you worshipping with us today as we celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus.  The significance of His birth now begins to shine in its full splendor.  It shines with the blessings of salvation received in the Father’s gift of the Christ-child.  Such blessings last forever for all who believe in Him.  The Son of God did not come to earth just to begin a festival.  He came to save us that we might enjoy the good things of His eternal kingdom.  We have His Word on it.
“The Word became flesh and dwelt for awhile among us. We have seen His glory, the glory as of the only begotten Son who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  
John 1:14

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Word Became Flesh
(The service this morning follows a liturgical outline patterned after the Common Service, 

but appropriate hymns of the season will be substituted for the different parts of the liturgy.)

The Invocation - Pastor

The Lord’s Prayer - All

The Entrance Hymn: “Christ the Lord to Us Is Born”                                                       86
The Confession of Sins and Absolution  
Pastor:
   That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our own eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.  The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and had appeared to us.

   This is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you:  God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with Him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.                                              1 John 1:1-2,5-6,8-9
The Offering
The Prayer for Christmas Day

M:
On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise.

C:
Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given!

M:
What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.

C:
Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our Savior.

M:
In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard concerning the child.

C:
Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people.

M:
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M:
As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts.

C:
Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

The Lord Blesses Us

The Benediction

The Closing Hymn:  “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”                                                      97
Silent Prayer

Announcements

*                              *                              *

The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                   The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
The Confessional Hymn:  “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”                                   (91)

All:
Let the earth now praise the Lord,  Who hath truly kept His Word,

And the sinners’ Help and Friend  Now at last to us doth send.


Welcome, O my Savior, now!  Hail!  My Portion, Lord, art Thou.


Here, too, in my heart, I pray,  Oh, prepare Thyself a way!


King of Glory, enter in;  Cleanse it from the filth of sin,


As Thou hast so often done;  It belongs to Thee alone.

God’s Pronouncement of Forgiveness  

Pastor:
Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.  We now have one who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world, for the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.  Your sins are forgiven in the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rest!
The Hymn of Praise:  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                                                   (94)
All:
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King;


Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”


Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies;


With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”


Hark!  the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!”


Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord.


Late in time behold Him come,  Offspring of a virgin’s womb.


Veiled in flesh the godhead see,  Hail the incarnate Deity!


Pleased as Man with man to dwell; Jesus, our Immanuel!


Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!”

The Prayer of the Day

The Ministry of the Word
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 52:7-10  The prophet foretells that the Lord will dwell among us.  He will proclaim the good news of peace and salvation, taking it to the ends of the earth.  God’s people will see it and rejoice.  
The Hymn: “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”




               insert
The Epistle Lesson:  Hebrews 1:1-9  In the past God sent angels and prophets as messengers to His people.  In these days, God speaks to us through His Son.  He sent Him into the world at just the right time, to save and restore us to God us when we could not help ourselves.  Through faith in Him He makes us heirs of eternal things.

The Hymn:  “Let All Together Praise Our God” 



st.1-4        105
The Gospel Lesson:  John 1:1-14  The Evangelist John reveals the divine mystery of Christ.  His person is that of God the Creator and that of true man.  He was born into the world to restore us to God.  Those who believe in Him are God’s children.  
The Meditation:  The Mystery of the Ages Revealed: 
          The Word Made Flesh
Part I:  He Came to Tell Us What We Need to Know.
The Hymn:  “A Great and Mighty Wonder“



st.1-3          76      
Part II:  God Has Entered Our World.

The Hymn:  “Once in Royal David’s City”




               insert
Part III:  He Came to Supply Us with Heavenly Gifts.
Our Response to the Word

Confession of Faith:  The Explanation to the Second Article of the Apostle’s Creed
All:
   I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.
   He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death.

   All this He did that I should be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness; just as He has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.

   This is most certainly true.

The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day  – Series A
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 52:7-10 – The Herald of the Gospel
7How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of a herald, who proclaims peace and preaches good news, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God is king!”

8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voices. Together they shout for joy, because with both eyes they will see it when the Lord returns to Zion.

9Break out, shout for joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, because the Lord is comforting his people. He is redeeming Jerusalem. 10The Lord lays bare his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation from our God.

Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-9 – God’s Son Is Superior to the Angels
1In the past, God spoke to our forefathers by the prophets at many times and in many ways. 2In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact imprint of the divine nature. He sustains all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

4The Son became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God say: “You are my Son. Today I have begotten you?” 

And again: “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son.” 

6And again, when he brought his firstborn into the world, he said: “Let all God’s angels worship him.”
7About the angels he says: “He makes his messengers winds and his ministers flaming fire.”
8But about the Son he says: “God, your throne is forever and ever, and the scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of joy beyond your companions.”
Gospel Lesson: John 1:1-14 – The Word Became Flesh

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him everything was made, and without him not one thing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of mankind. 5The light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as an eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light.

9The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11He came to what was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who did receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. 13They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband’s will, but born of God. 14The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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