Christmas Eve
                              December 24, 2022
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O Christ, Thou Light of the World, Thou Prince of Peace, Thou Perfect Gift from heaven, shine into our hearts this night with the light of Your saving truth and love, so that knowing You as Savior, we may share the light of Your salvation with all people. It is the greatest gift we can give. In Your most holy name we ask Your blessing upon our worship this evening. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
P e a c e ,   P e a c e ,   P r e c i o u s   P e a c e

The Entrance Hymn: “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”
 Hymnal #102                 

The Invocation

The Call to Worship:

Pastor:   
The Lord be with you. 

Congr:  
And also with you.

Pastor:   
Come, let us sing unto the Lord.

Congr:  
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.

Pastor:   
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving.

Congr:  
And make a joyful noise to Him with psalms.

Pastor:   
Come, let us worship and bow down;

Congr:  
Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker.

Pastor:   
The Dayspring from on high has visited us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.

Congr:  
To guide our feet into the way of peace.

Pastor:   
Unto us the Christ is born.  Come, let us worship Him.

Congr:  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end.  Amen.

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;


Come, peasant, king, to own Him.

The King of kings  Salvation brings;

Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Raise, raise the song on high; 

The virgin sings her lullaby.

Joy, joy, for Christ is born,  
The babe, the Son of Mary!

(Organ Interlude)

O holy night!  The stars are brightly shining,

It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth.

Long lay the world in sin and error pining,

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;

Fall on your knees!  O, hear the angel voices!

O night divine,  O night when Christ was born!

O night divine! O night, O night divine!

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming,

With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand;

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming

Here came the wise men from Orient land.

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger,

In all our trials born to be our Friend!

He knows our need,  Our weakness is no stranger

Behold, your King, before Him lowly bend!

Behold, your King, before Him lowly bend! 

(Organ Interlude)



O little town of Bethlehem, 



how still we see thee lie; 



Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 



the silent stars go by;



Yet, in thy dark streets shineth



the Everlasting Light.


The hopes and fears of all the years



are met in thee tonight.

Congregational Carols by Candlelight  

(Organ Introduction)

The first Noel the angels did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Noel…Noel…Noel…Noel,  Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star

Shining in the east, beyond them far;

And to the earth it gave great light,

And so it continued both day and night.

Noel…Noel…Noel…Noel,  Born is the King of Israel.

(Organ Interlude)

Angels we have heard on high,

Sweetly singing o’er the plains.

And the mountains in reply,

Echoing their joyous strains.

Glo-ri-a in excelsis Deo;  Glo-ri-a in excelsis De-o.

Come, to Bethlehem, and see

Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee,

Christ the Lord, the new-born King.

Glo-ri-a in excelsis Deo; 
 Glo-ri-a in excelsis De-o.
(Organ Interlude)

What Child is this, Who, laid to rest

On Mary’s lap, is sleeping;

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,

While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King;

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:

Haste, haste to bring Him laud,  
The Babe the Son of Mary!
Part One:  Perfect Peace Given and Lost

Narration: Pastor
Jace: 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman:

Noah:     
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?’”

Jace:  
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it or you will die.’”

Noah: 
“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

Jace:  
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food, pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. 
Noah: 
She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

Jace:
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked;

Noah:  
So they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

Children’s Song:  “God Loves Me Dearly”
Part Two: Perfect Peace Promised and Restored

Narration:  Pastor
Lucy:  
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. 
Bryson:
And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria. And all went to be taxed, everyone into his own city.
Lucy: 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David.

Bryson: 
To be taxed with Mary his wife, being great with child.

Lucy:
And so it was that while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.

Bryson:
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

Adult Choir:  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                                               
Part Three: Precious Peace Offered and Owned

Narration: Pastor

Jackson:
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

Neveah: 
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them:

Jackson: 
Fear not, for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.

Neveah: 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

Jackson:  
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying

Neveah: 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Jackson:
And it came to pass as the angels were gone away from them to heaven, the shepherds said one to another:  
Neveah:  Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord has made known unto us.

Jackson: 
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

Neveah:
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.

Children’s Song:  “Away in a Manger”


Part Four:  Precious Peace Proclaimed and Enjoyed

Narration: Pastor
All:   
Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your Word. For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.

Adult Choir:  “Still, Still, Still”   
Part Five:  The Service of Light Reflects God’s Peace


At this time the ushers will come forward to pass out the candles.  The Christ Candle in the middle of the Advent Wreath will act as our source of light.  As the ushers proceed down the center aisle, tip your unlit candle towards the lighted one and pass the flame to your neighbor, keeping your lighted candle held vertically at all times.


No offering will be taken during the service this evening so as to not diminish the focus on our Heavenly Father’s supreme Gift to us.  An offering plate is found in the narthex where you may place a gift as you leave in response to God’s greatest gift of Himself to us.

Trio:  “Love Came Down”
Narration – The Apostle John Unfolds the Mystery of the 

Incarnation – God Made Flesh for Us:   

      John 1:1-16


O holy Child of Bethlehem, 



descend to us we pray



Cast out our sin and enter in



be born in us today.



We hear the Christmas angels 



the great glad tidings tell;


O come to us, abide with us,  



our Lord Immanuel!

(Organ Interlude)

Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright,

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, 

Holy Infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace,   Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night!  Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;

Glories stream from heaven afar,  

Heav’nly hosts sing:  “Alleluia!

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!”

Silent night!  Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Christmas Eve Prayer     The Lord’s Prayer     The Benediction     

Closing Carol:
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King


Let ev’ry  heart prepare Him room  


And heav’n and nature sing,  


And heav’n and nature sing, 


And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.

Silent Prayer
You may extinguish your candle at this time. Upon leaving the church, please leave the candleholders in the basket in the back of the church.  If you wish, you may take the candle with you.  

May the Good News of God’s great Gift of the Savior strengthen your faith and cheer your spirits this holiday season. As He now goes the way of the cross to bring us life and salvation, may the peace of the forgiveness He won rest upon you. 

We 
wish you 
a most merry and 
blessed Christmas, and 
a happy New Year in our 
Lord!
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Tonight’s Worship Service Participants:

Children’s Recitation:  
Jace Inniger



Noah Eckhardt



Lucy Inniger



Bryson Bouldin



Jackson Inniger



Neveah Eckhardt


Teacher: Casey McCracken

Organist:  Judy Bertoldie
Peace Adult Choir

Trio: 
Ryleigh Jo Bouldin



Elizabeth Lehmann



Pastor Lehmann


We three Kings of Orient are;  



Bearing gifts, we traverse afar


Field and fountain, moor and mountain,  



Following yonder star.


Refrain:  
O, Star of wonder,  Star of night,  




Star with royal beauty bright,




Westward leading, still proceeding,  



Guide us to the perfect Light.


Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 



Breathes a life of gathering gloom


Sorr’wing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  


Sealed in the stone-cold tomb.         (Refrain)

Glorious now behold Him arise,  


King and God and Sacrifice,


Alleluia, Alleluia,  


Earth to the heav’ns replies.            (Refrain)

