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The Circumcision and Naming of Jesus
R  January 1, 2023 R 
“He was named Jesus.”   Luke 2:21
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Welcome in the name of the newborn Savior. Today is a festival day that we rarely get to celebrate within the Church, since the day falls on a Sunday only once every seven years.  It is a festival day not because it is the octave (eighth day) of the Nativity that we celebrated a week ago, nor because we begin a new civil year January 1. It is a festival day in the Church because the holy Child was circumcised on the eighth day and given the Name that is above every name.
In earlier times this festival fell in the midst of one of the greatest heathen seasons when the pagan world staged a riot of worldly pleasures and relaxation, some of which is still carried on in our present world’s New Year’s celebrations.  Within its historical calendar, the Christian Church has not connected January 1 with the beginning of a new year, because the Church’s New Year’s Day takes place on the First Sunday in Advent.   The Reformers of old deeply deplored that the idea of the civil New Year’s Day had made the Circumcision and Naming of Jesus decidedly secondary.

Since the Feast of the Circumcision and Naming of Christ is appointed for this octave of the Nativity, and we are blessed to celebrate it on a Sunday, it is most appropriate and proper that we dwell on the event in our worship today, for without it, Christ Jesus does not take up His path to the cross by which we are saved.  

To that end we pray:  Lord, lead us to appreciate anew Your love that performs all things for our good.  In that love You gave Christ Jesus to take away our sin.  Through Word and Sacrament You firmly hold us in Him.  Bless us today and in the days ahead, for without Your blessing in Christ we could not stand. In His name we pray.  Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson: Numbers 6:22-27   
Here is the familiar blessing with which we end our worship services.  God commanded Aaron, the high priest, to pronounce it upon the people of Israel.  With it the Lord put His name upon His people, and they were blessed by it. 

The Epistle Lesson:  Galatians 3:23-29     
Paul refers to Holy Baptism, of which Circumcision is the Old Covenant type.  Circumcision was the sign of the promise of the Savior that God made with Abraham. When Jesus came that promise was fulfilled.  Now, in Baptism, we receive God’s blessing of oneness with Christ in faith.

The Gospel Lesson:  Luke 2:21
The Evangelist Luke records the circumstances of Jesus’ circumcision and naming on the eighth day following His birth.   

O u r   P r a c t i c e   o f   H o l y   C o m m u n i o n

Out of deep love for the truth of God’s Word and precious souls, we follow the practice of Close Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and reflects the Bible’s teaching on unity of faith in the reception of the Supper (1 Cor.10:17).  It does not judge a person’s heart but anticipates agreement in that which God says.  Since we do not wish to put anyone in the position of declaring such agreement with us before study in the Word is possible, we ask that only those who are communicant members of this or another Wisconsin Synod or ELS congregation come to receive the Sacrament.
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie         The Preacher: Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: "There is only one who can wipe out our debt of sin, who made atonement for us with His blood.  This is Jesus Christ who today, as an eight-day-old boy, was circumcised according to the divine command.  This holy child allowed this act, which is disgraceful in the eyes of human reason, to happen to him.  He was obedient to the divine Law and He fulfilled its humblest demand as if He were a sinner like us….By it He wiped out the sins we commit by violating the divine Law.  The drops of blood Christ shed at His circumcision were the first of the payments He made for the immeasurable debt of the world’s sins.  So let us in faith and with joy embrace the holy Christ Child who today so willingly submitted Himself for us…. Like the old year itself, all of our sins have eternally disappeared.”                         – CFW Walther on Luke 2:21
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