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   Welcome in the name of the newborn Savior.  We are happy to have you worshipping with us today as the Lord continues to reveal in His Word the divine glory of His Son born at Christmas. 

   The changing of the water into wine at Cana was the first of the miraculous signs Jesus performed.  Many others followed.  The Gospel Lesson today presents two more.

   The first sign was performed in regard to inanimate water.  The miracles in today’s lesson are different in that they reveal the grace and power of Jesus that He wields on people who desperately need His help.  These miracles follow the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) where we are shown how Jesus preached.  He went from there to show how He could go about “healing all manner of sicknesses among the people.”  He who came to save us from sin, death, and hell manifested His ability to save through His miracles.

   May we who have seen His glory in word and deed, kneel in faith before Him and worship Him for every blessing of salvation and life that He brings.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Jesus Manifests His Glory In Healing the Sick
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Arise and Shine in Splendor”                                                    #126
The Order of Service:  The Order of Matins                                           Hymnal pg.32-34
The Psalmody: Psalm 27  “The Lord Is My Light and My Salvation”          Hymnal pg.129  
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
2 Kings 5:1-19  The Prophet Elisha heals Naaman, the commander of the Aramean army, of his leprosy.  In it Naaman learns to humble himself in faith before the God of Israel and to place all trust in Him even when Naaman cannot understand His ways.

Romans 12:17-21  As the believer offers his body a living sacrifice to God (v.1), he turns away from anger and revenge, seeking to maintain peace if he can.  Placing all things in God’s hands, he trusts in the Lord’s goodness and seeks to overcome evil with good.

Hymn Response:  “O Jesus, King of Glory”                                               st.1-4        #130
Matthew 8:1-13  In the gracious healings of the leper and the Centurion’s paralyzed servant, Jesus reveals His mercy and glory as the Son of God with power.  As the believer places his trust in Him, he embraces hope in the Savior. 

Response to the Lessons:  pg.34
The Sermon Hymn: “I Know My Faith Is Founded”                                                     #381
The Sermon:             “The Way Faith Sees the Epiphany Lord”                                   

                                                       Matthew 8:1-13
Our Response to the Word

The Offering
The Te Deum Laudamus  pg. 35
The Closing Order of Morning Praise:  Hymnal pg.39-40
The Kyrie (“Lord, Have Mercy”)
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Benediction;  Hymnal pg.40
Closing Hymn: “Within the Father’s House”




st.4-7      #133
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “When the leper here limits his prayer and says, ‘Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean,’ it is not to be understood as if he doubted the goodness and grace of Christ.  For such a faith would be of no value, even if he believed that Christ was almighty and was able to do and know all things. But it is to be understood in this way: faith does not doubt the good will God has towards a person, by which He wishes him every good.  But it is not known to us whether what faith asks and presents is good and useful for us.  God alone knows this.  Therefore, faith prays in a way that submits all to the gracious will of God, not doubting that God will grant it.  Or, if it cannot be granted, that His divine will withholds it in great grace because He sees it is better not to bestow it upon us.”                                -- Martin Luther on An Explanation of Matthew 8:1-4

