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The First Sunday after the Epiphany
R  January 8, 2023 R
“This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.”  Matthew 3:17
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

“Endow the King with Your justice, the royal Son with Your righteousness.  May all kings bow down to Him and all nations serve Him.  Then all nations will be blessed through Him, and they will call Him blessed.  Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds” (Psalm 72).
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

Revealed as the Christ.  “See that man over there?” the old soldier said to the new recruit.  “He’s the one to hang around.  Go where he goes.  He will show you everything.”  

   It is in a similar way with us and the Lord Jesus – except on a much, much higher plane.  He not only shows us everything, but as God’s Son He does everything needed.  We need to know Him better, for the better we know Him, the better we will understand the reason to follow Him whom God has now revealed for our eternal good.

   To that end we pray:  Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.  Long before that You had chosen Him to bring us salvation.  Keep us who believe and are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as Your children.  Enable us to follow Him without hesitation, and make us heirs with Him of everlasting life, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.

- T h e   W o r d   o f   G o d   f o r   T o d a y -
The Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 42:1-7           

The Lord God directs all things to meet His goal – a heavenly kingdom of pardon, peace, and justice.  He promises to send a trusted Servant to carry out that goal.  He will equip the servant for the task by filling Him with the Spirit.

The Epistle Lesson:  Acts 10:34-39a                
God sent Peter to bring the Gospel to a Roman soldier named Cornelius.  But first God had to open Peter’s eyes to see that His desire is to show mercy to all in Christ, whether to Jew or Gentile.  To that end Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and power to do the work.

The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 3:13-17  

Jesus begins His earthly ministry by submitting Himself for baptism by John in the Jordan River.  In that He “fulfilled all righteousness” and was thereby revealed as the Messiah, God’s chosen Servant who would bring salvation to fallen mankind.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: "'Arise!  Shine, for Your Light has come, and the glory of the LORD is dawning upon you' (Is.60:1). 
   Our Light has indeed come.  In the gross darkness which covers this groping, stumbling world we have once more seen the light:  the Light from heaven, God’s own Son come down to earth.  With aged Simeon we say: ‘Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation…a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel.’

   What are we to do now that we have seen the Light?  'Arise, shine,' says the prophet.  We are to spread the light.  We are to tell all, both near and far, about Him who has called us out of darkness….We are to arise from our lethargy, our inactivity, our indifference, holding high the light of our salvation…..How have we been proclaiming to all, near and far: ‘The Lord is come”?  To that end we pray, Lord, grant us Epiphany grace to share Your light with others.” 

-- Herman Gockel on "Arise...Shine!" 
Outline of

Our Worship

The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on Today’s Worship
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Opening Hymn: #136
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The Introit, Kyrie, Glorias, and

Prayer of the Day: pg.6-9
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Isaiah 42:1-7
Acts 10:34-39a
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Matthew 2:1-12
Apostles’ Creed: pg.12
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Sermon Text: Matthew 2:1-12
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The Lord Blesses Us

Prayer: Hymnal pg.14
The Benediction

Closing Hymn: #128
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Pastor will usher you out at the pews
