Responsive Prayer for the New Year:               

M:
I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever.

C:
Every day I will praise you and extol your name.

M:
It is fitting, O Lord, in the hours of this new year, to express our gratitude for the countless gifts of grace we have received from your hand in the past.

C:
You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward all you have made.

M:
You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds and tell us that we are much more valuable than they.

C:
You know what we need, and you give us all good things.

M:
Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself—all these come to us from your generous hand.

C:
We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you continue to grant them to us.

M:
We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our faith, shield us from temptation, and equip us for service.
C:
Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
M:
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M:
Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, and rich in love. As you led your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live our lives to your glory and be prepared to die in your peace.

C:
We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name we closed the past year; in his name we begin a new one. Amen.
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