
Sexagesima Sunday – Pre-Lent 2                                          February 12, 2023
[image: image1.jpg]


   Welcome in our Savior’s name.  His strength is made perfect in our weakness and enables us in everything. May the Word that is sown upon our hearts today bring forth rich fruits of righteousness in our lives of faith.  

   Last Sunday we began to turn our attention forward towards the Lenten Season.  The lessons impressed upon us the great fact that we are saved by grace alone, through God’s love and kindness. Because of our sin, all is undeserved.  Forgiveness, salvation, and life are gifts of His merciful generosity, for which we dare not try to bargain else grace be lost.

   Today’s lessons add the thought that we are saved by the Word alone and through faith in that Word, for in our weakness and sin we can do nothing without God’s strength behind us.  The Word is the power that works faith and its fruit in our lives.  It is important for our salvation, comfort, and encouragement to know that though we are weak in ourselves, God’s strength is made perfect in us through the Word.  But the Word can only produce fruit within our hearts and lives if we listen to it and receive it in true hearts.   
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
God’s Strength Made Perfect through the Word
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                                                  #1
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Morning Service                               pages 5-11

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit, Gloria Patri, Kyrie, and Gloria in Excelsis

The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
8:11-12  The Prophet Amos warns of God sending a terrible famine of the hearing of His Word.  It is a result of the people’s complacency and rejection of the Word.

2 Corinthians 11:19-12:9  Through hardships, persecutions, and a “thorn in the flesh” God enabled Paul to see God’s grace at work. His grace is sufficient. It taught Paul reliance on the Lord and enabled him to endure all things for Christ.

Hymn Response: “Thy Strong Word”                                                           st.1-4    insert 
Luke 8:4-15  In the Parable of the Sower and the Seed Jesus pictures the power that is in the Word of God. When not rejected the seed of the Word is effective in bringing forth life and abundant fruit.  However, the way the heart receives the Word produces different results.

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed                                                      page 12
The Sermon Hymn: “Speak, O Lord, Thy Servant Heareth”                                        #296
The Sermon:  “Ears Are Made for Hearing and Hearts for Receiving” 

Luke 8:4-15

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory                                                                                                          page 12 
The Offering
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer                                                                              page 14             
The Lord Blesses Us

The Collect for the Word                                                                                        page 14
The Benediction
Closing Hymn: “On What Has Now Been Sown”                                                           #46
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “When Christ said, ‘Preach, teach the Word!’ He aimed at your ears.  To be sure, the Word is also written by inspiration and the writing is aimed at the eyes; also, we are told to search the Scriptures.  Yet, to read requires an effort, while to hear requires nothing. The divine Word falls right into our ears and ought thus, through this ever-open channel, fall in blessing into our hearts. But there are many dangers that beset our ears (that we must avoid)….Through the ears the Word kindles faith and keeps making it stronger, and thus by faith salvation drops as a free gift into our poor hearts.  Bless God for your ears!  But use them as God intends, for you are saved by faith alone.”  -- R.C.H. Lenski on “Ears: By Faith Alone”

