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Welcome in our Savior’s name.  We are glad to have you worshipping with us today and pray that God’s Word will open the eyes of your heart to see Him more deeply as the Savior.  He is the One we look to in faith and call upon in every need.

   Today is the last Sunday of the pre-Lenten season, exactly 50 days before Easter. This Sunday also marks the entrance into the Passion season which begins in 3 days on Ash Wednesday.  Keeping that in mind, take note of the opening of the sermon text today when Jesus tells His disciples, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.”  
   In His determination to go to Jerusalem where the cross awaited, we see displayed His great love for us.  That love is also made evident in His healing of the blind man who called upon Him for mercy, and in His patient dealing with the disciples who just could not “see” His ultimate mission of dying and rising to life again for our forgiveness, life, and salvation.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Lord, Open Our Eyes to See You as the Merciful Savior
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                                                        #59
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Gloria Patri


(The Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 is not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Jeremiah 8:4-9  The Lord laments His people’s spiritual blindness.  They do not see their need for repentance and turning to Him for healing.  They should know better, for they have His Word.  But they refuse to listen and have rejected it.  Even the rest of creation has better understanding of their Maker.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13  In speaking of the gifts which the Holy Spirit bestows on His Church, the Apostle Paul testifies that Christian love is the greatest gift.  All other noble qualities and endeavors are worthless unless they are carried out in Christ-like love.  Such love is rooted in the Savior and reflects His mercy and redeeming love towards us.

The Adult Choir: “Be Thou My Vision” 
Matthew 17:1-9   For a brief moment in time Jesus’ appearance transformed to show His glory as God’s Son. Two of the prophets of old, Moses and Elijah, spoke with Him.  The disciples were so thrilled that they wanted to stay in sight of His glory.  But they could not tarry there for Jesus had to move on from that Mount of Glory to redeem us.
The Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                         page 22
The Sermon Hymn: “’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”                                                      #135
The Sermon Text:  Luke 18:31-43  (With the time of His suffering and death right before Him, Jesus told His disciples explicitly what would happen to Him.  Then He set out for Jerusalem.  Coming to Jericho, He healed a blind man who called for His help as David’s Son, the Messiah.) 
“Lord, Have Mercy On Me That I May See”

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory and Offering                                                                                    Page 22 
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ Thou Hast Prepared”                               #306
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 




st.1&6    #140
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “The blind man stands firm in faith, presses through all obstacles, and triumphs.  He would not let the whole world sever him from his confidence in Jesus, not even his own conscience.  Therefore, he obtained the answer of his prayer and received Christ, so that Christ stood and commanded Him to be brought to Him.  He offered to do for him whatever he wished.   

   “So it goes with all who hold firmly only to the Word of God, close their eyes and ears against the devil, the world, and themselves, and act just as if they and God were the only ones in heaven and on earth.”     -- Martin Luther on The Faith and Love of the Blind Man

