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   Welcome in the Savior’s name.  We are glad to have you worshiping with us today and pray that you will be strengthened in faith during these upcoming weeks of the Lenten preparation.

   Lent is that special time of the Church Year in which our thoughts turn to loving contemplation of the Savior’s Passion.  Often considered a solemn time of repentance, it is also a time of great joy for the believer as we see Jesus take the field for us and overcome what we in the weakness of our flesh could never do on our own.  

   Jesus’ vanquishing of Satan in His work of redemption will be seen in the Gospel Lessons over the next three weeks, beginning today.  Each lesson reminds us to whom we turn in every need, especially times of temptation.  We must turn to Christ and the power of the Word which alone can overpower and defeat Satan for us.  Here is reason for joy during this somber season:  Christ, Our Triumphant Victor.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Satan Vanquished – Christ Victorious
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                                                  #262
The Order of Service:  The Order of Matins                                           Hymnal pg.32-34
The Psalmody: Psalm 91  “He Shall Call Upon Me”                                   Hymnal pg.143  
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Genesis 22:1-14  In keeping with today’s thought of victory over temptation, the story of God’s testing of Abraham’s faith in requesting him to sacrifice his son, Isaac, is a pre-figurement of Jesus’ time of temptation in the wilderness.  But there is a difference.  When God tests us, He only tests to strengthen faith.  When Satan tests, he does it to make us fall.  In either case, faith in Christ secures the victory for us.

2 Corinthians 6:1-10  The Apostle Paul urges his fellow believers to remain strong in the faith by which God saves them in the present.  This is so important that the apostle did not want to become a stumbling block to anyone but was willing to endure all kinds of trials in order to bring them the message of God’s triumphant grace in Christ.  

Adult Choir:  “In Thee Is Gladness”
Matthew 4:1-11 When Satan came to tempt Jesus in the wilderness, Christ proved Himself the Victor over him.  As the Second Person of the Godhead, Jesus could not fall or even be tempted by Satan, except for Jesus’ human nature.  Jesus, the Stronger One, remained unmoved for us and His triumph becomes ours through faith. 

The Sermon Hymn: “Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You”                                  #444
The Sermon:                                “Satan Defeated”                                   

                                                       Matthew 4:1-11
Our Response to the Word

The Offering
The Te Deum Laudamus  pg. 35
The Closing Order of Morning Praise:  Hymnal pg.39-40
The Kyrie (“Lord, Have Mercy”)
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Benediction;  Hymnal pg.40
Closing Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” 




st.1-3,7   #427
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder: "The temptations which great saints like Paul suffer in this life greatly exceed the agony felt by those who are dying....The most effective remedy for temptations is to draw your thoughts away from them.  Speak about some other matters which have no bearing whatever on your trouble or busy yourself with prayer or the simple text of the Gospel."  

-- Martin Luther on An Anguish Worse Than the Agony of Death


