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   Welcome in our Savior’s name.  With this Sunday we begin to turn from the joy and jubilation of the Christmas and Epiphany Seasons to the more serious, penitential aspects of the Lenten preparation.  Today we enter a short three Sunday pre-Lent time which provides the transition

   The names of these next three Sundays point forward to the approximate days remaining until Easter.  Today’s “Septuagesima” means seventy.  Its lessons focus on the kindness and goodness of God that drive Him to mercifully deliver His people in His grace (the Gospel).  

   At the same time, He encourages them in a life of self-discipline and godly endeavors within His Kingdom.  The life of a Christian is not the life of a sluggard.  It is more like a race and a contest, filled with temptations, suffering, and effort (the Epistle).  But it is not merit on our part that moves God to have mercy on us, for as we run we fall short of His demands.  Rather, He is moved to help us in our need.   So it is that in all things we trust in nothing but the goodness and mercy of God.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Blessed by God’s Gracious Kindness, Not by Our Efforts
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying”                                               #496
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit, Gloria Patri, and Kyrie


(The Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 is not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Jeremiah 9:23-24  The Prophet Jeremiah warns that no one should boast in himself or in his abilities.  If any boasting is to be done, do it only in knowing and acknowledging the Lord for His grace and justice.  

1 Corinthians 9:24-10:5  Although the heavenly prize is of grace and not of merit, run in this life so as to obtain it.  Not everyone who runs gains the prize.  Train and run so that you will not be disqualified as some have been in the past. 

Hymn Response:  “Fight the Good Fight with All Thy Might”                                       #447
Matthew 20:1-16  Jesus’ Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard describes God’s goodness and kindness.  Called to labor in His Kingdom of Grace on earth, we are encouraged to appreciate His grace in our lives and not to murmur against it.

The Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                         page 22
The Sermon Hymn: “Lord, ‘Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee”                                        #37
The Sermon:                   “Friend, I Do Thee No Wrong.”                                   

                                                    Matthew 20:1-16
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory                                                                                                          Page 22 
The Offering
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymns: “Soul, Adorn thyself with Gladness”                                     #305
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “Savior, Thy Dying Love”                                                                     #403
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “Christians are children of privilege.  In His mercy and grace the Lord has called us into His kingdom and permitted us to share the riches of His house.  In His kindness He gives us also the high privilege of working for the maintenance and extension of His blessed Kingdom.  We are saved to serve.  We are called to be laborers in His vineyard.  None to be shirkers, all to be workers.  But the parable of this day would urge upon all to test their heart and see whether they are working for the Lord in the right spirit and from the proper motive.”                   -- from a sermon by Pastor Walter Hohenstein.


