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   Welcome in our Savior’s name.  May the Stronger and Greater One that is in you by faith, bless your life as you hear His Word today.

   The deeper into the lessons of Lent we go, the greater becomes the struggle between sin and righteousness, the forces of darkness and those of the light.  The greatness of the struggle reaches its height  in the intensity of the Savior’s Passion.  Our eyes need to be upon Him (Ps.25) that we might understand and hold in faith to the greatness of the victory over sin, death, and the devil that He won for us.  

   Indeed, our eyes must ever be upon Him if we are to gain the benefits of His victory.  Likewise, we are admonished to look upon ourselves that we may see in our hearts and lives where we stand in faith, with Him or apart from Him.  One is either for or against Christ.  There is no neutrality, no middle ground.  What we do in our lives with His Word will reveal where we stand.  May the Stronger One, Christ, prevail in our hearts and forever disarm the powers of darkness which would make us fall.   On Him we rely and turn our eyes for the help that we need which only He can give.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
My Eyes Are Ever on the Lord.  He Is the Stronger One.

The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing”                                     #155
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Morning Service                               pages 5-11

The Confession of Sins and Absolution


The Introit, Gloria Patri, Kyrie, and Gloria in Excelsis

The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Jeremiah 26:1-15  The Prophet Jeremiah admonished Jerusalem and its rulers to turn from their evil ways and set their eyes on the Lord.  If they continued to walk apart from Him and remain in their wickedness, destruction would fall upon them.  For this warning that God told the prophet to give the people, Jeremiah was threatened with death.

Ephesians 5:1-9  Those whom the Spirit has brought to faith in the Savior, set their eyes on Christ and His heavenly Kingdom.  They strive to put off the evil one with his deeds of darkness in which they at one time walked.  Instead, they walk in Christ-like love, imitating His redeeming love for them and living as children of light, not darkness.   

Hymn Response: “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”                                                           #398 
Luke 11:14-28  Christ shows that He is the Stronger One as He heals a demon-possessed man.  But His enemies blaspheme Him, claiming that He is in league with Satan. Refuting such nonsense, the Lord calls us to vigilance against backsliding from faith and returning to live in Satan’s kingdom of darkness in a worse state than we were before. One cannot have a divided heart. Our eyes are either on Christ or on the devil.  

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed                                                      page 12
The Sermon Hymn: “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”                                            #446
The Sermon:                                  “Christ or Satan?” 

Luke 11:14-28

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory                                                                                                          page 12 
The Offering
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer                                                                              page 14             
The Lord Blesses Us

The Collect for the Word                                                                                        page 14
The Benediction
Closing Hymn: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                                                            #409
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Points to Ponder:  On this day in the past, the new converts to the faith, who were being instructed in the Word, were given a thorough examination to see that their eyes were fixed on the Lord.  This was followed by a public renunciation of the devil and a declaration that Christ, the Stronger One, occupied their lives, for one cannot leave his soul empty.  Either Christ fills it and the believer walks in the Kingdom of Light or Satan comes with even more wickedness to reclaim it for his kingdom of darkness.  

“We should take heed that we not only refrain from blaspheming the Gospel and Christ, who does such great things for us and drives the devil out, but with zeal and fear hold fast to them, in order that we may not become possessed of seven worse devils….for the devil does not slumber.”            -- Martin Luther on “If the Kingdom of Heaven Is to Come to You”

