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The Fifth Sunday in Lent - Judica                                                March 26, 2023
   Welcome in the Savior’s name, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  May your hope be found in His atoning work.     

   With this Sunday the Savior’s Passion comes more directly into view.  The elements of sacrifice and pardon take on the greatest meaning.  There can be no forgiveness and no salvation without Christ taking on Himself both elements for us.  As Victim and Priest, He atones for our sin and vindicates us before God, even as He was judged and condemned by many.

   In order to receive the blessings of His redeeming work, a judgment about Him must be made. That is part of the emphasis behind the name for this Sunday, “Judica” It means “judge,” but mostly in the sense of vindication for doing that which is right.  Through carefully weighing the evidence to Jesus’ Person and work, one must form an opinion.  Receiving Him in faith will bring blessing; rejecting Him in unbelief will bring condemnation from God. One cannot “ride a fence” regarding their opinion of or response in life to Jesus.  May God preserve us from the folly of many in His day who rejected Him. 

   As Jesus’ Passion now comes fully into view, thank God we have the holy One who provides the sacrifice and pardon before God we needed. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Judge What A Great Savior Is Yours
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Savior, When In Dust to Thee”                                                 #166
The Order of Service:  The Order of Matins                                           Hymnal pg.32-34
The Psalmody: Psalm 43  “Judge Me, O God, and Plead My Cause”       Hymnal pg.133  
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Numbers 21:4-9  When Israel grew impatient and sinned against god and Moses in the desert, the Lord sent fieryt serpents among them to punish them.  But in mercy, He provided a means of pardon. As they looked to the Bronze Serpent on the pole in repentance, they were saved from death.  That Bronze Serpent was a type of Christ.

Hebrews 9:11-15  The blood of Christ is greater than the blood of the sacrificial animals of the Old Testament times.  Without connection to Christ, their blood alone could do nothing for the cleansing of sin.  It was an outward sign of the inner reality that only Jesus’ blood would have the power to save. The writer to the Hebrews plumbs the depths of the meaning behind Christ’s Highly Priestly office and His atoning sacrifice.

Hymn Response:  “Not All the Blood of Beasts”                                                          #156
John 8:46-59  The hostility of the unbelieving Jews to Jesus rises to its highest pitch.  The refuse to believe the truth about Jesus as God’s Son.  They judge Him and His word unfit and are ready to stone Him to death.  As ever His way, Jesus presents Himself in His true, divine glory as God’s holy Son, the incarnate Savior.

The Sermon Hymn: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                                             #370
The Sermon:                          “Judge Who Jesus Is”                                   

                                                       John 8:46-59
Our Response to the Word

The Offering
The Te Deum Laudamus  pg. 35
The Closing Order of Morning Praise:  Hymnal pg.39-40
The Kyrie (“Lord, Have Mercy”)
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Benediction;  Hymnal pg.40
Closing Hymn: “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”   


               #364
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder: "Here the word of our Lord Jesus Christ comforts us: ‘If a man keep My saying, he shall never see death’ (Jn.8:51). This word must be apprehended by faith so that we never doubt that what Christ promises us is true….We must say: ‘I see that I shall and must die, but I have the assurance and the Word of my Lord Christ that through Him I shall live again.  For Christ has abolished and made atonement for the sin for which I ought to suffer death eternally.  God will be gracious to me for the sake of His death and resurrection and will give me eternal life.’  This is keeping Christ’s Word aright…. But flesh and blood refuse to be persuaded…. Against their mischief we must fight and pray God for His Holy Spirit, that He may strengthen our hearts through the Word and keep us in this faith.”     -- Martin Luther on “In Death Simply Look to Christ’s Word.”

