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   Welcome in our Savior’s name.  In faith we are among those of whom Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”   Those words were spoken to the disciples after His resurrection.  But they were given as a message of comfort and encouragement to all who would follow Him years later. 

   Although Easter Sunday is past, we still bask in the warmth and glow of the Savior’s resurrection from the dead.  Through it peace and joy govern the hearts of all who believe.  Because He is risen, we are not reconciled to God.  His resurrection proclaims it.  We are encouraged to grow in this faith and proclaim it to others.  The Latin name for this Sunday encourages that: “Like new-born babies, crave the pure milk of the Word” (1Pt.2:2).    Then we will not be unbelieving like Thomas was but will rejoice in the surety of our own resurrection at the end of time.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Faith Receives the Resurrection Blessings
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”                                            #192
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Genesis 32:22-30 As Jacob returned to his father’s house after 20 years away, he feared his brother Esau whom he had tricked out of the birthright.  The night before he arrived home, Jacob wrestled with God and would not let Him go until He blessed him. Such is the steadfast nature of faith that overcomes and gains the victory.

1 John 5:4-12 Now that Christ has risen from the dead, the victory that overcomes the world is our faith, of which He is the object.  Faith is the hand that receives the blessings won by Christ.  With such a world conquering champion on our side, there is no reason to fear the power of sin, death, or the devil over us.  

The Response:  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                                           #394
John 20:19-31 Jesus appeared to His disciples to quiet their fears, displace their doubts, give them peace, and send them to the world with the Ministry of the Keys.  It is that special privilege and right, given to the Church, to forgive the sin of the penitent and hold the sins of the impenitent as long as they do not repent.  At first, Thomas refused to believe Jesus had risen and forfeited the peace that could have been his.

The Confession of Faith:  The Ministry of the Keys                                                   insert

The Sermon Hymn: “Ye Sons and Daughters of the King”        

st.1-4      #208
The Sermon:                        “Peace Be with You!”                                   

                                                  John 20:1-19-23
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory and Offering                                                                                    Page 22 
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
There is no Distribution Hymn sung in the service today.  You may read a psalm or use one of the prayers on pp.102-109 during the Distribution.
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “Ye Sons and Daughters of the King”


st.8-10
   #208
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie is not with us today, attending the baptism of a great- grandson                                
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder: “Faith is a divine work in us which transforms us, gives us a new birth out of God, slays the Old Adam, makes us altogether different people in heart, affection, mind, and all powers, and brings with it the Holy Spirit.  Oh, it is a living energetic, active, mighty thing, this faith!  It cannot but do good unceasingly.  Where there is faith, one does not ask whether good works are to be done, but before the question is asked, the works have been completed.”  -- Martin Luther on “Faith”


