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   Welcome in our Savior’s name.  Although Jesus’ outward appearance is not that of royalty and His kingdom is not of earthly splendor, we honor Him today as heaven’s King.

   Palm Sunday marks the gateway to Holy Week, the climax of the Lenten Season.  From the earliest of times, it has been observed within the Church with great joy.  
   We recall Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.  He came like no ordinary king and the people received Him as no ordinary king.  But the crown He will wear will not be made of gold or precious jewels.  It will be plaited with thorns.  The throne He ascends will be a cross.  Yet, from that cross He rules as the Church’s King, the One who conquers sin, death, and the devil for us.  That is the cause of our great joy this day.

   So it is that with the saints of old we join this day to sing the praise of our Savior who comes for us.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Blessed Is He Who Comes in the Name of the LORD
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”                                                         #161
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Gloria Patri


(The Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 is not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Zechariah 9:9-12 Discouraged by their captivity in a foreign land, God gives new hope and encouragement to His people.  He foretells the coming of the Savior-King in whom they will rejoice.  

Philippians 2:5-11  Paul describes in a simple yet profound way the person and work of Christ Jesus.  Although He came in humility to be our Savior, God exalted Him above all things.  He is heaven’s King.

The Choir:  “No Tramp of Soldiers Marching Feet”
Matthew 21:1-9  Jesus makes His entrance into Jerusalem at the beginning of Holy Week. He rides into the city on a young donkey, the transportation of the poor and lowly.  But He rides to the shouts of praise from His disciples who spread palms before Him. 
The Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                         page 22
The Sermon Hymn: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”                                                        #160
The Sermon:                  “Heaven’s King Comes To You.”                                   

                                                    Matthew 21:1-9
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory and Offering                                                                                    Page 22 
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymn: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee”                                             #58
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “Ride On, Ride On, in Majesty” 



           
   #162
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder: It should be a source of endless comfort and joy to us that in the week before His crucifixion, with the agonies of Gethsemane and Calvary only a matter of days away, our Savior did not turn aside from that which lay ahead.  Rather, He willingly, humbly, resolutely rode into the jaws of death to give us life.  “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man should lay down His life for His friends” (Jn.15:13).  It was love, pure love, that had brought Him from His heavenly throne.  It was love, unsearchable love, that impelled Him to ride into Jerusalem where His enemies awaited Him.  It was love, supreme love, that drove Him to the altar of the cross, there to atone for the sins of the world.  In the presence of such love this Holy Week, we bow our heads and rejoice with the hymn writer: “Amazing pity, grace unknown, And love beyond degree!” 


