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   Welcome in the Savior’s name.  May the unending joy which the risen Savor promises His people strengthen your faith and uplift you in spirit in the week ahead.

   If we ask whether all grief and sorrow were ended for the disciples by Jesus’ resurrection, we have to say “no.”  They were still in the world, still subject to sorrow, still afraid for their lives.  But all of that vanished when Jesus appeared to them alive after His resurrection.  Then joy filled their hearts.

   We have no dead Savior over whom we grieve.  We have a risen and living One over whom we rejoice.  It is the type of joy that keeps us jubilant in faith, even in times of sadness.  As the Good Shepherd who gave His life for the sheep, He safely leads us onward, through thick and thin, to the inheritance that He has prepared for all who believe. Someday the Easter joy that we share with the disciples will merge into the eternal joy of heaven.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Shout with Joy to God
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service
The Entrance Hymn: “How Great Thou Art”                                                               insert
The Confession of Sins: “Just as I Am, without One Plea”


st.1-4      #388
The Absolution and Song of Praise:: “To God Be the Glory”                                     insert 

Prayer of the Day

The Ministry of the Word

The Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 40:25-31  When Israel would complain about God’s ways and lament the sorrows and woes that overtook them, God pointed to His majesty and might as the everlasting God.  Surely, as the gracious One, He would use it to sustain them and be their cause for rejoicing.  
The Hymn: “On Eagles’ Wings”                                                        

             insert
The New Testament Lesson:  John 16:16-23  In the Upper Room Jesus tells the disciples about His brief departure and return, pointing to His death and resurrection.  In their confusion, He assures them that their momentary grief will turn to unending joy as the Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep returns to guide them onward.
The Hymn: “Joy to the World, the Lord Is Come”  



st.1-3        #87
Sermon Text:  John 10:11-16    “My Shepherd”

Part 1:  He Knows Me.
The Hymn: “What Wondrous Love Is This”




st.1-3    insert
Part 2:  I Know Him. 
The Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father”                                                           insert
Part 3:  He Knows Others.

The Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation”                                           
               #473
Our Response to the Word

The Offering
The Hymn: “Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying”                                                            #496
The Hymn: “It Is Well with My Soul”                                                                           insert
The Lord Blesses Us

Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer
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The Benediction  
Closing Hymn: “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                      #644
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                        
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Points to Ponder  “If you know this Shepherd, you can defend yourself against devil and death and say: ‘Alas!  I have not kept God’s commands.  But I creep under the wings of this good hen, my Lord Jesus Christ, and believe that He is my Shepherd, Bishop, and Mediator with God.  He covers me with His innocence and bestows His righteousness upon me.  What I have not kept He has kept, and the sin I have done, He has atoned for with His blood, for He died and rose, not for Himself but for me.  Even as He says that He lays down His life, not for Himself, but for His sheep.  Thus, dear Christian, you are secure, and the devil and hell must leave you in peace.  The devil certainly will not be able to do harm to Christ who overcame him and who, if you only believe in Him as His sheep, will, as the faithful Shepherd, not forsake you.  He will stand by you, protect, and preserve you.” 

Martin Luther on John 10:11-16: How Believers Comfort Themselves in the Time of Trial 

