
Easter Festival Worship

- Sunday, April 9, 2023 -

“Do not be alarmed!  Stop being afraid!”  These are words, spoken by angels, that have comforted, quieted, renewed, and brought joy to the people of God throughout the centuries of time. “Don’t be afraid!” said the angel to Zechariah when he announced the birth of John. “Don’t be afraid!” said the angel when he appeared to Mary with the good news of the Savior’s birth. “Don’t be afraid!” said the angel when he proclaimed the Savior’s resurrection at the empty tomb.
“Don’t be afraid!” Such a good summary of what this Gospel means to us!  God wants it proclaimed to sinners. Sin, death, and the devil are conquered. With Jesus’ resurrection, salvation is complete. Nothing stands in the way of the sinner’s return to God. Believe the good news!
We gather on Easter to hear it. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! It is the promise of grace, peace, and hope with God.  It is the assurance of our forgiveness and of our rising one day to eternal life. So we preach Christ crucified, now risen to life.
Rejoice and be happy this day. May its comfort and joys be confirmed in you as we worship Him whom death could not hold. “Do not be alarmed!  Do not be afraid! He is risen! He is risen indeed!
The Order of Worship

The Preparation
The Choir:  “Christ Is Arisen!  Alleluia!”

Pastor:
Christ is risen!

Congr:
He is risen indeed!

Pastor:
The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!

Congr:
The Lord’s right hand is lifted high!
Pastor:
I will not die but live and will proclaim what the Lord has done. 
Congr:
The stone that the builders rejected has become the capstone; 
Pastor:
The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

Congr:
This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Pastor:
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

Congr:
His merciful love endures forever.                 

 (From Psalm 118 that was sung at the end of the Passover meal)

The Entrance Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                                                               #199
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Calendar & Announcements for Peace Lutheran Church

	Today April 9
	Tues. April 11
	Wed. April 12
	Sat. April 15
	Next Sun. April 16

	10:30 am

S.S. & Bible Class
11:30 am

Easter Worship 

on-line on Facebook

No confirmation today
Our Lord’s Resurrection
	No Choir Practice
	9 am

Quilters &

 Bible Study
No Kids Bible History Class this week
	
	10:30 am

S.S. & Bible Class
11:30 am

Divine Worship Service 

on-line on Facebook
Confirmation
Easter 1

	
	
	
	
	


A Brief Bible Study on God’s Word for Today

Today is Easter. Easter is everything. If the Son of God had not come out of His tomb, Satan would have won, our faith would be worthless, and we would still be in our sin. But Jesus lives! To the Lamb who stands triumphant upon God’s throne, all heaven sings a new song.

The Gospel Lesson (Mark 16:1-8)  (answers are found on the back side)
1. 
What, besides the heavy stone, had the women who went to the tomb forgotten?
2.
How did the woman respond to the fact that Jesus had risen from the dead?
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Those We Remember In Our Prayers:  In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Ruth Wachholtz; Jean Carol Hobson; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Wallace Fischer; Rodney Mundt; Laura Bohnertt; Raejean Lause; Erna LaSala & Charles Brue; Julie Stevens; Cody Bone; Barbara Grant; Bill Chittim; Al McGee; John Paul Bearden; Cherie (Ronny) Tag; Howard & Verlane Phillips; Kent Wilkerson; Don Day at home.
Forward in Christ’s issue for April has arrived and is in the narthex.  There are plenty of copies for family and friends.
Upcoming Dates
Monday, April 17, 11 am – Christian Funeral Service for Tom Otto

Saturday, April 22 – LWMS Spring Rally at Christ Alone LC, Dardenne Prairie; Indonesian Mission is the afternoon presentation – 9:30 am start with registration.  See Pastor for a ride. 

Sunday, April 23 – Quarterly Potluck and Voters/Women of Peace Meetings after the service

May 5-6 – WELS/ELS Men’s Retreat, Camp Trinity, New Haven, MO – see bulletin board for info.
[image: image2.wmf]Next Sunday’s Lessons:

Easter 1: Genesis 32:22-31; 1 John 5:4-12; John 20:19-31 – [image: image3.wmf]Historic Series
Answers to Today’s Gospel Lesson Brief Study:
1.
The women had forgotten that Jesus said He would rise on the third day.
2.
They were filled with a variety of emotions - fear, alarm, perplexity and later joy as they ran without stopping to tell the other disciples that Jesus lived. 
- 6 -
[image: image4.jpg]


The Easter Lily

One of the original uses of the white lily was to symbolize holiness and purity.  That symbolism still remains, but today we adorn our altars with Easter lilies to symbolize more the beauty, joy, and victory of our Lord’s Resurrection.

Its symbolism rests in this, that out of the seemingly dead winter earth springs the green plant of life.  From this early welcome sign of life, comes the beauty of the trumpet shaped flower, almost as if the Lord were sounding the trumpet of His creation to say, “Christ the Lord is risen today!  Alleluia!”

Lilies Placed to the Glory of God in thanksgiving

 and in loving memory of family and friends by:

- Judy Bertoldie in memory of husband Jack

- Bobbie & Don Day in memory of loved ones
- Allison & George Eckhardt in memory of our parents, sisters, and brothers

- Judy & Dave Mundt in memory of loved ones
- Marty Frey in memory of Lorna, Harvey, Linda, and Len Frey; and for my brothers and sisters in faith at Peace LC
- Lynn & Bob Mylar in memory of parents Lois Mylar and Sharon Vestal 
- Debbie Otto in memory of husband Tom

- Kim & Mark Day in honor of grandsons Zeke, Gus, and Etley Stevens

- Barbara & Gordon Grant in memory of parents

- Jean Carol Hobson in memory of husband J.E.

- Joan Kennemer in memory of husband Bob

- Holly Hampton & family in memory of grandparents

- Jackie, Luke & family Inniger in memory of loved ones

- Kathy & David Lane in memory of David’s father William

- Lynn White in memory of John White, Dean Cleveland, parents, & nephew Brandon
- Sue Daisher in memory of husband Bob
- Jennifer & Richard Tag in memory of Harvey Tag and J.E. Hobson
- Elizabeth & Pastor Lehmann in memory of J.E. Hobson, Arnold & Esther Lehmann
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The Confession of Sins and Absolution
Pastor:
On this most holy day in which Jesus rose from the dead, let us recall the reason for our Lord’s death, that we might again know the glory of His resurrection. We come before Him, confessing our sins:

All:
Out of the depths I cry to You.  Lord, hear my voice. Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. I have sinned and done what is evil in Your sight.  If You kept a record of sins, who could stand? But with You there is forgiveness. Therefore, You are feared. I wait for You, O Lord, my soul waits, and in Your Word I put my hope. 

Pastor:
Children of God, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with Him is full redemption. He has redeemed you from all your sins. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life. Your sins are forgiven.  Go in peace; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   
                
(Psalm 130; Romans 4:25; John 3:16)
The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

Isaiah 25:1-8  The Lord has prepared a spiritual banquet of rich food for all nations.  It is the banquet of salvation.  All preparations are complete.  Nothing is missing.  God has taken away death and all sorrow that would ruin the joy of His people.

The Hymn:  “This is the Feast of Victory for Our God”                                                    insert #265 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Christ lived; Christ died; Christ rose again.  This is the Gospel message that the Apostle Paul preached to the early New Testament Church.  By believing it in its simplicity, one is saved as long as one holds to it.  Its truth is verified by many witnesses who saw the risen Savior.  It even saved Paul, at first an enemy of it, and inspired him to work hard in proclaiming it.
The Choir:  “Extol the Lamb! Our Battle Cry”
Mark 16:1-8  Some of the women who followed Jesus, went to the tomb to anoint His dead body.  The sight of an empty tomb and a holy angel alarmed them.  But the angel had a wonderful message: “He is risen!  He is not here.”  Trembling, they ran to tell the other disciples.
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The Sermon Hymn: “He’s Risen, He’s Risen, Christ Jesus the Lord”
             
                  #198
The Sermon:         

We Preach Christ Crucified:

     
      No Longer Dead - Risen for Sure!

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Our Response to the Word
The Confession of Faith:  The Explanation to the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed
All:
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord;

He has redeemed me a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death;

 
All this He did that I should be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness;

Just as He is risen from death and lives and reigns to all eternity.

This is most certainly true.

The Hymn:  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                                                                            #341
(The offering plates are not being passed in the service today.  You will find them at the door as you exit the sanctuary.  There you may leave your gift of thanksgiving for the life the Risen Savior has given us this day.)

The Prayer of the Church for Easter:
M:
O Lord God, our Strength, our Song, and our Salvation, You fulfilled Your promises by the resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.

C:
Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
M:
In compassion You sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down His life to rescue the lost.
C:
Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in Your glorious triumph. 

M:
Lift our eyes heavenward to see Him who lives to make intercession for the saints and grant us confidence in the greatness of His power. Keep before us the vision of Your redeemed people standing before Your throne and singing the song of victory: 
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C:
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory and praise.






M:
Make us instruments of Your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that You have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures.

C:
Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for You.
M:
Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure them of Your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life.  Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.
 (Silent prayer.)

M:
Gracious Father, You have restored to us the joy of Your salvation. With happy hearts, we come before You and say:

C:
Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer  (Hymnal page 14)
The Lord Blesses Us

The Benediction

Congr:  (sung) Amen.
The Closing Hymn:  “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”
                     #200                 

Silent Prayer

Today’s Service Music: Judy Bertoldie, organist

                                       Peace Adult Choir  

Today’s Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann        
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