Maundy Thursday                                         April 6, 2023
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This evening’s service is a form of the ancient Office of Tenebrae, the Latin word for “darkness” or “shadows.”  The service has been practiced by the church since medieval times, but its roots lie even further back in the 4th Century A.D.  It became an important part of the worship of common folk during Holy Week.  
Tenebrae is a prolonged meditation on Christ’s suffering.  Lessons trace the story of Christ’s passion to the cross. The altering of light and darkness, sound and silence suggests the spiritual drama of day.  Through mounting darkness, we ponder the depth of Christ’s suffering, and through the small but persistent flame of the last candle, we anticipate the joy of ultimate victory.

The bare altar symbolizes the cross on which the Son of God laid down His life.  The candles symbolize the life of Christ.  The gradual darkening of the church with the extinguishing of each candle represents the Savior’s ebbing life.  As each lesson and meditation is read, a candle is extinguished until only one remains.  After the last lesson is read, the church in darkness hears the sound of the closing Bible, signifying the stone being rolled in front of the tomb.  The last candle is not extinguished but is removed for a time, reminding us that Jesus’ death was no ordinary one, for death held no power over Him.  It could not deprive Him of life.  

After the last candle’s light is carried out, the Agnus Dei (O Lamb of God) is sung in the darkness.  The candle’s flickering, yet unseen flame, foreshadows the coming resurrection. It fills us with faith and hope in the fulfillment of God’s eternal promises through His Son.
This evening’s service is longer than usual.  It will end in silence.  No offering will be taken during the service so as not to diminish the focus on Jesus’ supreme sacrifice that we commemorate this evening.  The offering plates will be found at the door.  There you may place your offering in response to the greater gift of Himself for us.
The Darkness of Accusation – The Light of Justification

The Fourth Word from the Cross: Matthew 27:46
The Candle Extinguished

Prayer

The Hymn:  “Throned Upon the Awe-full Tree”
            174
               

The Darkness of Crucifixion – The Light of Salvation

The Fifth Word from the Cross: John 19:28
The Candle Extinguished

Prayer

The Darkness of Deeds Undone – The Light of Full Completion

The Sixth Word from the Cross: John 19:30

The Candle Extinguished

Prayer

The Hymn:  “O Perfect Life of Love”
st.1-5      170
The Darkness of Death – The Light of Life

The Seventh Word from the Cross: Luke 23:46
The Prayer

Removal of the Candle
The Lesson: “Jesus Burial
Shutting of the Bible                                         (Signifying the closing tomb)
The “Agnus Dei”
Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction
Silent Prayer

The Post Service:  Following the silent prayer, pastor will exit and the congregation may leave in silence to quietly meditate on the wonder of this day.  If you wish you may remain seated in silent contemplation.  Within our hearts there is sadness because of sin. However, our joy in the Savior supersedes it.  Therefore, rejoicing in Him we look forward to the Festival of the Resurrection on Sunday.  As you leave you may place your offering in the plate at the door.
The Preparation 

The Opening Sentences
Pastor:
Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.

Congr:
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

Pastor:
In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.

Congr:
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

Pastor:
Christ is the light of the world.  Whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.  Lift up your hearts.

Congr:
We lift them up to the Lord.                   John 3:17f; 1:45; 8:12
The Confession of Sins and Absolution
Pastor:  
Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows.

Congr: 
Yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted.

Pastor:
He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.
Congr:
We all, like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way.  Lord, have mercy.

Pastor:
And the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  Your sins are forgiven. Go in peace.                                      Isaiah 53:4-6
The Hymn:  “The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord”
st.1-4   163
The Service of Holy Communion

Pastor:
Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.
Congr:
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:

Pastor:
“Take and eat; this is my body.”

Congr:
Then He took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying:

Pastor:
“Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sin.  I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father’s kingdom.”     Matthew 26:20ff

The Communion Prayer
(Following the prayer, we invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness.  Because Holy Communion implies oneness of faith, our practice is that of Close Communion, confirming our fellowship with Him and confessing our unity in faith with each other.  Therefore, we ask that non-members speak with the Pastor before communing.)
(

The Service of Commemoration

(Having celebrated in the Sacrament the blessings of the Lord’s body and blood given for us, we now commemorate the work of His suffering and death upon the cross in a series of meditations based on excerpts from the Passion History and Jesus’ Seven Words from the Cross.)

The Hymn:  “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”
st.1-3   140

The Darkness of Betrayal – The Light of Faithful Forgiveness

The First Word from the Cross: Luke 23:34

The Candle Extinguished

Prayer

The Darkness of Desertion - The Light of Loyal Love

The Second Word from the Cross: Luke 23:43

The Candle Extinguished

Prayer

The Hymn:  “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood”
st.1-3   157
The Darkness of Distress – The Light of Trust    

The Third Word from the Cross: John 19:26-27

The Candle Extinguished

Prayer
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