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   Welcome in our Savior’s name.  May the guidance and strength that the Holy Spirit gives through the Word move our hearts to make bold and persistent use of prayer – the Christian’s priceless privilege.

   “Rogation Sunday” is regarded by those who follow the historic series of Sunday Scripture lessons as the Prayer Sunday of the Church Year.  “Rogate” is the Latin command to pray.  The name is derived from the Savior’s command and assurance in the Gospel Lesson today that His disciples readily come to the heavenly Father in prayer in Jesus’ name: “Whatever you ask in my name, He will give you.” 

   This Sunday brings to a close the celebration of the Easter Season.  It feels the nearness of Jesus’ Ascension which is celebrated this coming Thursday, 40 days after His resurrection. 

   In a normal season this day and the week of prayer that followed came when the seed in the field was beginning to spring to life and grow.  So, faithful Christians of the distant past met in the fields to invoke God’s blessings upon what they had planted.

  In this season that turns to the Pentecost Season, we are reminded that all true prayer based on the Word of God and offered in the Savior’s name, is the work of the Holy Spirit within us.  He is the One sent to comfort, guide, and help us in Christian living.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
“Ask in My Name.”

The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Shepherd of Tender Youth”                                                      #628
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Morning Service                               pages 5-11

The Confession of Sins and Absolution


The Introit, Gloria Patri, Kyrie, and Gloria in Excelsis

The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Isaiah 55:6-11 The Lord calls His people to a life of repentant faith that seeks Him in His Word and approaches Him in prayer.  As His people seek Him and His ways in life, He promises to bless them.  His Word and promises of blessing are like the rain and snow that bless the seed in the ground with their life-giving water.

James 1:22-27 After hearing the Word of God, James exhorts the people of God to action in their lives of faith.  “Hearing and doing” go hand in hand.  So, God’s people approach Him, putting faith in His Word into action through prayer and Christian living.  

Adult Choir: “Sweet Hour of Prayer”                                                          
John 16:23-30  During His farewell discourse with His disciples before His crucifixion, Jesus had just promised to send them another Counselor, the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit’s work would guide them in their lives of faith, in which prayer would play a big part.  As they came in prayer in Jesus’ name, the heavenly Father would hear and grant.  

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed                                                      page 12
The Sermon Hymn: “Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare”                                            #459
The Sermon:              “Learning the Art of True Christian Prayer” 

John 16:23-30

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory                                                                                                          page 12 
The Offering
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer                                                                              page 14             
The Lord Blesses Us

The Collect for the Word                                                                                        page 14
The Benediction
Closing Hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                                                     #457
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Points to Ponder:  For Mother’s Day and A Life of Prayer

Regarding what it means “to pray without ceasing,” a mother once said: “When I open my eyes in the morning I pray, ‘Lord, open the eyes of my understanding and while I am dressing, I pray that I may be clothed with the robe of Your righteousness.  As I begin to work, I pray that I may have strength equal to my day.  When I begin to kindle the fire, I pray that God’s work may revive in my soul. As I sweep the house, I pray that my heart may be cleansed from all its impurities. While preparing and eating breakfast, I desire to be fed with the hidden manna and the sincere milk of Your Word.  When I am busy with the little children, I look up to God as my Father and pray for the Spirit of adoption that I may be His child.  And so on I pray all day.  Everything I do furnishes me with a thought for prayer.”                                                      -- Pastor W. Ziethe as an illustration on “How to Pray”

