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   Welcome in the Savior’s name.  We are happy to have you worshipping with us today as we celebrate the Festival of the Holy Spirit – Pentecost.  Through faith He dwells within all Christians, granting peace through the Word.

   When the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples on the first New Testament Pentecost, it was in fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send another Counselor to guide them.  He would remind the disciples of all that Jesus had told them.  With the Spirit’s coming, they would be strengthened in faith and quieted in spirit to boldly go out, confessing Jesus’ name. 

   In a similar way we pray that the Holy Spirit would work in us, as promised, to be our special Counselor, Comforter, Helper, and Friend, guiding us in the way of God’s truth.  Then we shall enjoy the peace that only He can bring and will be enabled to boldly confess Jesus’ name.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
“I Will Pour Out My Spirit Upon You”
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Holy Ghost, with Light Divine”                                                  #234
The Order of Service:  The Order of Matins                                           Hymnal pg.32-34
Psalmody: Psalm 51  “Renew a right spirit within me”                                             pg.134 
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Joel 2:28-32 After calling His people to repentance, the Lord promised to restore and bless them by pouring out the Holy Spirit upon them in a special way before the Last Day would come.

Acts 2:1-11 The historic account of the New Testament Day of Pentecost took place ten days after Jesus had ascended into heaven.  The Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples in a very special way, enabling them to go out to Jerusalem and preach the Gospel to the people who had come from many nations to celebrate the Old Testament festival.  

Hymn Response: “Holy Spirit, Hear Us”                                                                      #229
John 14:23-31  On the night He was betrayed, Jesus spoke to His disciples in the clearest way about the Holy Spirit’s coming and His work in their lives.  All that 
Christians are and have as blessings come from Him, the Spirit of Light, who guides us in love and peace.  

The Sermon Hymn: “Come, Holy Spirit, Come”                                                           #225
The Sermon:                     “Come, Holy Spirit!  Come!”                                   

                                                       Joel 2:28-29
Our Response to the Word

The Offering
The Te Deum Laudamus:  pg. 35
The Closing Order of Morning Praise:  Hymnal pg.39-40
The Kyrie (“Lord, Have Mercy”)
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Benediction;  Hymnal pg.40
Closing Hymn: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                        

             insert
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie     

The Guest Preacher:  Pastor James Witt, from St. Louis, MO

Point to Ponder:  "I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?

   I believe that I cannot, by my own thinking or choosing, believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.

   But the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way He calls, gather, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

   In this Christian Church He daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers.

   On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead; And He will give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true.

-- Martin Luther’s Explanation to the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed

