
The First Sunday after Trinity                                                        June 11, 2023
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   Welcome in our Savior’s name as He directs our hearts by the Spirit into a deeper appreciation of God’s love in our lives. His love motivates our love towards Him and towards others.

   With this Sunday we enter the non-festival half of the Church Year. It extends from the first Sunday after Holy Trinity Sunday until the First Sunday in Advent.  Whereas the festival half of the year focusses on the life of Christ and God’s plan of salvation, the non-festival half turns our attention to the practical life of the Church and the Christian life in response to God’s saving love.  The lessons instruct the redeemed in their lives, by which they glorify the Savior. Today’s lessons center on the believer’s love towards God and the family of God.  

   It is an appropriate theme to introduce a summer sermon series on the Ten Commandments, which will begin next Sunday.  Jesus’ own summary of the Commandments is “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind…and love your neighbor as yourself” (Mt.22:37f). The Ten Commandments instruct the redeemed in the ways this is carried out in life. 
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“The Christian Surrounded by Love
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                                                #39
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Morning Service                               pages 5-11

The Confession of Sins and Absolution


The Introit, Gloria Patri, Kyrie, and Gloria in Excelsis

The Salutation and Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Deuteronomy 6:1-13 Mindful of their deliverance from slavery in Egypt and of God’s constant care for them on their journey through the wilderness, Moses instructs Israel to love the Lord with all their hearts and to keep His commands, words, and promises every before them as they enter the Promised Land. 

1 John 4:16-21 God is love and His love reaches perfection in Christ Jesus, the Savior.  His saving love drives out all fear from our hearts and gives us boldness and confidence to stand in the last days.  It motivates us every day to love Him and to reveal that love for Him in loving his brother in Christ.  

Hymn Response: “Savior, Thy Dying Love”                                                                 #403                                                                
Luke 16:19-31 In the story of the rich man and poor Lazarus, Jesus illustrates that those who believe and love God are eternally saved and pass into the heavenly existence at the time of their death in the world.  But those who turn from Him in unbelief and reveal that unbelief in the lack of love towards God and man are condemned and lost forever.   

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed                                                      page 12
The Sermon Hymn: “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”                                          #429
The Sermon:                 “The Christian, Surrounded by Love” 

1 John 4:16-21

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory                                                                                                          page 12 
The Offering
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer                                                                              page 14             
The Lord Blesses Us

The Collect for the Word                                                                                        page 14
The Benediction
Closing Hymn: Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”                                                     #50
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “Man was created in such a manner that he must love something.  It is impossible for the human heart to be altogether loveless.  If a man does not love God, he loves the world; if he loves not the Creator, he loves the creature;  if he loves not the invisible, he loves the visible; if he loves not the heavenly, he loves the earthly; if not the holy and pure, then the unholy and impure…. A heart which becomes emptied of the love of Gd and its neighbor does not become a vacuum.  As a vessel filled with wine becomes full of mere air after its contents have been spilled, so the human heart, emptied of its holy love, is filled with the love for the vain and the transitory.”  

-- CFW Walther 

