
The Second Sunday after Trinity                                  
        June 15, 2023
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Ibou shall ot bave strange gods before Me”





  Welcome in our Savior’s name.  We are glad to have you worshipping with us today as we heed the Lord’s invitation to join Him in the “feast of salvation” that He has prepared.  

   During the Sundays in the Trinity season, which ends in November, the color of the paraments is green.  Green is the color of living plants, signifying life and growth.  As we see the color in the Church’s adornments, we are reminded that faith is a living and growing thing.  But life of any kind would not be possible were it not for the love of God who created, preserves, and provided for our salvation by giving His Son for us.  In Him we live and move and have our being.  In response to His love for us, we return our love to Him in loving Him above all things.  The color green symbolizes this life of faith that we now live as His redeemed children.  

   As we begin our summer sermon series on the Ten Commandments, the first three Commandments direct us in that love to Him.  Christians put Him first in their lives, having no other “gods” before Him, as the First Commandment directs us today.  

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The Christian Responds to God’s Love
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Speak, O Lord, As We Come to You”


           
 insert
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Gloria Patri


(The Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 are not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Proverbs 9:1-10  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  Wisdom, centered in God’s love for us in Christ, is personified as one who invites to a sumptuous banquet.  Those who are wise heed the invitation and come.  Scoffers turn away.  

1 John 3:13-18  Although in the world the Christian is surrounded by hatred, within the family of God he enjoys love.  First, the love of God in Christ Jesus who laid down His life for us.  Thereupon, the Christian enjoys the love of his fellow believers.  They show that faith is alive within them through what they say and do towards God and others. 

Hymn Response:  “Delay Not, Delay Not, O Sinner, Draw Near”                              #278
Luke 14:16-24  Jesus’ Parable of the Great Banquet illustrates God’s love displayed in the Gospel invitation. He invites all to enjoy the salvation that He has prepared.  Sadly, many trifle with His love and reject His invitation. Yet, His banquet hall shall be filled.  So, He sends His servants to the highways and byways to invite many others. 

The Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                         page 22
The Sermon Hymn: “All Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 
st.1,5,6           #19
The Sermon:                Lord, Thy Will Be Done by Us…

                                That We Put You First in Our Lives.
                                                  Exodus20:2-6
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory and Offering                                                                                    Page 22 
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ, Thou Hast Prepared”                              #306
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “Lamp of Our Feet, Whereby We Trace”                                             #291
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder: “Love is an attitude.  It is a condition of the heart without which the activity of our hands can have no value….Therefore, let us coordinate our hearts and hands, our attitudes and actions…Let the deeds of our hands be the sincere expression of our hearts, and let our hearts be like the heart of Him who loved us and gave Himself for us.”                                                                     -- Herman Gockel on “Love’s Supremacy”

