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   Welcome in the name of our Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We are happy to have you worshipping with us today and pray that His grace, love, and communion richly dwell in our hearts and lives.

    This Sunday is a transitional Sunday, marking the end of the first half of the year and the beginning of the second half.  The first half of the year includes the high festivals: Christmas, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost.  This festival half highlights all that God has done for us and our salvation through Christ.  Trinity Sunday brings that emphasis to a close as the months of summer shift the emphasis to the life of the Church as it lives its life of faith in the Savior.

   The Festival of the Holy Trinity was introduced in the Middle Ages and fully embraced by the time of the Reformation.  We need a festival such as this when all our churches unite in confessing the Holy Trinity, for in our day the multitude of the anti-trinitarians has greatly increased.  We need to fortify our faith and convictions against such false ideas.  

   So it is that we join with all true Christians today to confess: “I believe in the one true, Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
I Believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Come, Thou, Almighty King”                                                     #239
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Gloria Patri


(The Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 is not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Isaiah 6:1-8 God calls Isaiah to be His prophet.  In a vision Isaiah sees the LORD seated on His throne in the Temple.  The vision portrays the LORD’s splendor and majesty as the eternal God who created all things.  The threefold “Holy, Holy, Holy” song of the seraphim around the throne witness to the triune nature of God.

Romans 11:33-36 Paul’s song of praise confesses the wondrous mystery of the Triune God.  The depths of His wisdom and ways are profound, beyond man’s abilities to comprehend.  But they work for our blessing and to His great glory. 

The Hymn Response: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”                                     #246
John 3:1-15 Jesus instructs Nicodemus, Israel’s teacher, on God’s work of regeneration within those who are baptized and who believe.  In the regeneration of all who are born into this world, dead in sin, the Trinity is at work – the Father giving, the Son redeeming, and the Holy Spirit sanctifying.

The Sermon Hymn: “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”                                               #250
The Sermon:              “Our Mysterious and Unsearchable God”          

Romans 11:33-36
Our Response to the Word

The Confession of Faith:  The Athanasian Creed                                                page 284
The Offering                                                                                    
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymns: “An Awe-full Mystery Is Here”                                              #304

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”                            #245
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “From All the Dwell Below the Skies” 



     #15
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder: “All similarities, comparisons, images, or illustrations by which men have tried to represent the doctrine of three persons in one Godhead fail to illustrate, much less do they explain Him. The Trinity has been compared to fire, which is said to possess the three attributes of flame, light, and heat.  But this division is an artificial one and the comparison is faulty because Father, son, and Holy Ghost are not so many attributes of God, but are, each of them, God Himself…. Not much is gained by employing such analogies in an attempt to render intelligible what must forever remain a mystery of revelation.  Let us admit that this article of our faith, like all the rest, is entirely beyond our human powers of comprehension.”  -- Theodore Graebner

