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   Welcome in the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We are happy to have you worshipping with us this Sunday before the celebration of our nation’s birth.  Even amidst the tensions and turmoil that we experience in our country and around the world, God has still given us many blessings in our land, seldom enjoyed by nations in the past.  

   The lessons of the ancient church chosen for this Sunday are a good reminder for us as church leaders and citizens of our land.  They present the duties, patience, and hope required of Christians.  The prayer for the day requests that the Lord would bless us with rest and peace so that our opportunities for service in His Church are enhanced in a world at peace.  A most appropriate prayer for us this holiday weekend.

   In the sermon text we continue in our study of the Ten Commandments with the Third Commandment.  As the First Commandments instructed our hearts and taught us faith towards the one true God alone, and as the Second Commandment led us outward, training our heart, lips, and tongue to use God’s name rightly, the Third Commandment teaches us to occupy our hearts, minds, and mouths with holy words, works, and a holy life not just on one day of our week, but on every day of our lives.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The Christian’s Duties, Patience, and Hope in the World
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Before the Lord We Bow”                                                         #575
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Gloria Patri


(The Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 is not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Isaiah 65:17-19,24,25  The Lord stirs hope within the Prophet Isaiah and His faithful people by promising to create new heavens and a new earth.  The hard times of the past will not be remembered.  Instead rejoicing will overtake God’s people when He fulfills His promise.  The Lord Himself will rejoice over His people and His new creation.

Romans 8:18-23 With patience during sufferings and hope in the glory that is yet to come, Christians look forward to the blessed freedom that awaits believers in heaven. 

The Hymn Response: “Glory Be to God the Father”                                                   #244
Luke 6:36-42 A portion of Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain, as it is sometimes called, teaches His disciples of every age to have a merciful, forgiving, and patient mind like our heavenly Father has.  As He is ever gracious and compassionate with us who have sinned against Him, so it is our Christian duty to mirror His ways to the world around us. 

The Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                         page 22
The Sermon Hymn: “To Thy Temple I Repair”                                                                #2
The Sermon:                    Lord, Thy Will Be Done By Us…




         That We May Rest in You.                                   

                                                       Exodus 20:8-11
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory (page 22) and The Offering                                                                                    
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymns: “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”                                  #314

“Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head”                                #477
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “God Bless Our Native Land”             



   #577
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder: “God has appointed a day of rest (“Sabbath” means “rest”) and on that day our bodies are to rest….It is not enough, however, that you only rest; you are also to keep this rest holy.  The commandment does not say: ‘You shall be idle or get into mischief on the day of rest, but rather, you shall keep it holy….Concern yourself with the Word of God, devote yourself to it at home and especially in church….The commandment therefore requires first that you fear God and second that you trust God and hear His Word.”                                            -- Martin Luther on The Third Commandment

