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   Welcome in the Savior’s name.  We are happy to have you worshipping with us today.  We pray that you find joy, hope, and healing in God’s gifts of grace in your life.

   God’s acts of care for the creatures He has made is known as His Providence.  He provides for their needs, even the needs of those who do not acknowledge Him, that they may see His gracious works in their lives and turn from their opposition to Him.  Paul writes in Romans 2 that the “kindnesses of God lead to repentance.”  If the individual humbly views God’s care for him in life, the care that God gives to both body and soul, that person, normally, could not help but respond in gratitude and service to His gracious Lord.  Sadly, that does not always happen, even among those who believe.  

   In the sermon text we continue in our study of the Ten Commandments with the Sixth Commandment.  Starting with the Fifth Commandment, the remaining commandments teach us to guard against harming our neighbor.  In the Sixth Commandment He teaches us not to interfere with that which is nearest and dearest to our neighbor – his or her spouse.  What blessings He has provided us through them!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
“The Providence of God Revealed in the Gifts of His Grace”
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Today Thy Mercy Calls Us”                                                      #279
The Order of Service:  The Order of Matins                                           Hymnal pg.32-34
Psalmody: Psalm 34  “I Will Bless the Lord at All Times for He Saved Me”             pg.131
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Isaiah 62:6-12 God promises to restore His people from their time of captivity and to provide them with food and drink.  Best of all, His Chosen One, the Savior will come. In view of His gracious providence, His watchmen, the prophets and coming apostles, will not be silent.

Romans 6:19-23 In response to God’s gift of grace, Christians live as being set free from sin and as having a new master, the Lord Christ.  They serve Him in love with holiness of living.
Hymn Response: “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”                                                           #398
Mark 8:1-9  Jesus feeds over 4,000 people (men) who had listened to Him teaching for three days.  He is the Savior who graciously provides for both body and soul. 

The Sermon Hymn: “Lord, Who at Cana’s Wedding Feast”                                        #620 
The Sermon:                    Lord, Thy Will Be Done By Us…




     That We Keep Our Lives Pure.                                   

                                                       Exodus 20:14
Our Response to the Word

The Offering
The Te Deum Laudamus:  pg. 35
The Closing Order of Morning Praise:  Hymnal pg.39-40
The Kyrie (“Lord, Have Mercy”)
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Benediction;  Hymnal pg.40
Closing Hymn: “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”                            

                             #53
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie     

The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Point to Ponder: “Married life is not a subject for jest, but an excellent state.  God bestowed upon it all the goods of the earth (Gn.1:28).  He honored it so highly that He reposed everything in it; for what He is concerned with here is that people should be raised up.  Therefore, let each one see to it that he remains with his wife and vice versa, and that both keep their bodies pure not only outwardly but also that you may not set your heart upon another.  ‘They shall become one flesh,’ it is said (Gn.2:24). Therefore say, ‘O my God, grant me grace that I may not fall and that I may keep my marriage pure.’  This means that you are to live chastely in your marriage in body, words, gestures, and heart.  That is why God give to each his wife or husband.” 

-- Martin Luther in a sermon on Marriage and the Sixth Commandment


