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   Welcome in our Savior’s name.  May He grant us a rich manifestation of the grace we need to follow Him in the week ahead.  Then ours will be active lives by which we bring others to see in Him a faithful Lord whose mercies and compassions are new every day.

   Today’s focus in the lessons appointed for this Sunday emphasizes the call to the kingdom of grace.  Although sin in our lives makes us undeserving of God’s kindnesses, nevertheless, the Lord calls and wondrously shapes us to be His people in marvelous ways.

   In a heap of rubbish people found a block of marble.  They saw a stone and nothing more.  Michelangelo saw in that stone a statue and he carved it into his monumental ‘Moses.’  Out of the bumbling Simon, God carved the Apostle Peter.  And so many heroic multitudes have been carved as God’s people, cleansed, and called to faith and a life of service to Him. 

   In the sermon text we continue in our study of the Ten Commandments with the Fourth Commandment.  The first three commandments drew our attention vertically, to our relationship with God above. The remaining commandments, starting with today’s Fourth Commandment, draws our attention horizontally, to those around us and how we relate to them, especially to our parents and others whom God has given to represent Him in this life. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Called to Wait Quietly on the Lord in the Midst of Trials.
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “With the Lord Begin Thy Task”                                                 #540
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Morning Service                               pages 5-11

The Confession of Sins and Absolution


The Introit, Gloria Patri, Kyrie, and Gloria in Excelsis

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Lamentations 3:22-33 The Lord’s mercy and compassion never fail.  He is good to those who put their hope in Him.  He will not bring grief upon them to punish them.  As He calls us to faith, we rest confidently in His love and wait on Him for His deliverance.

1 Peter 3:8-15 Christian, you are blessed, even should you suffer for doing good. Never be afraid, nor seek revenge. You are called to a faith that endures all things.  As you set apart Christ in life, be ready to give an answer to others for the hope that is in you.  
Hymn Response: “Every Morning Mercies New”                                                         #537                                                                
Luke 5:1-11 Jesus calls His first disciples to put down everything and follow Him.  At the time they were fishing.  He borrowed their boat for a pulpit and taught the crowd on the shore. Afterwards, He gave them a great catch of fish and called them to “fish” for men.

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed                                                      page 12
The Sermon Hymn: “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfil”                                            #412
The Sermon:                       Lord, Thy Will Be Done By Us…

                          …That We Honor Your Representatives on Earth.

Ephesians 6:1-5 

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory                                                                                                          page 12 
The Offering
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer                                                                              page 14             
The Lord Blesses Us

The Collect for the Word                                                                                        page 14
The Benediction
Closing Hymn: “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”                                        #416
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 
The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “The liberty of God’s children is not a license to do as we please, but a liberty that is subject to the highest law of Christian love (Ga.5:13).  The runaway horse is not free.  He runs into harm…. The locomotive leaping the track is not free. It leaps only to wreck and the scrapheap.  The cowboy shooting up a town is not free.  His quick finish is a rope over an outspreading branch of a nearby tree.  The horse is free which pulls an honest load and then goes home to find kind treatment.  The engine is free which keeps on the track and steams triumphantly with its load into the terminal.  The man is free who does his work and respects the rights of his fellow men.  Freedom includes obedience to the law and respect for those things and people whom God has given to help us in life…. Our freedom in Christ who saved us is to work by faith according to His Law, bending our wills to His will, setting aside our honor to honor and glorify Him and those He has given to bless us in life.”  

-- adapted from W.G. Polack on Liberty  

