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   Welcome in our Savior’s name.  We are glad to have you worshiping with us today and pray that as we grow in grace, we will be encouraged to use His gifts to glorify His name.

   Similar to last Sunday’s lessons, today’s lessons continue with the emphasis on faithful use of God’s gifts to us.  Not only are we to be wise and faithful stewards of His gifts, but we are responsible to Him for the way we use them.  As Jesus said, “To those who have been given much, much is to be expected.”  He holds us accountable for the way we use the gifts He has given.  

   In the sermon text we continue in our study of the Ten Commandments with the Ninth and Tenth Commandments.  These commandments also deal with God’s gifts.  He gives them freely for the enjoyment, blessing, and use of His Kingdom.  He gives them as He sees fit to each person.  Therefore, we can be content, knowing that He has blessed us with that which He has seen fit to give.  Therefore, we need not look to others and covet what is theirs. 

   These commandments also have a very close relationship to the First Commandment, although, at first, we might not see it.  They seek to direct us in the proper attitude of the heart that lets no desire replace the fear and love of God within us. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Accountable to God for His Gifts of Grace.
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Oh, Worship the King”                                                                #17
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Morning Service                               pages 5-11

The Confession of Sins and Absolution


The Introit, Gloria Patri, Kyrie, and Gloria in Excelsis

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Jeremiah 7:1-11 The Lord considered Israel’s unfaithfulness to His gifts of grace as robbery.  Guilty of idolatry, adultery, stealing, and murder outside of the temple grounds, the people shamelessly ventured into the Temple where they thought they were safe. God admonished them to return to Him, the God of grace.

1 Corinthians 12:1-11  The Holy Spirit gives various gifts to His Church, all for the common good of His Kingdom.  He determines the gifts and their proportion. Each believer is accountable for its use for the good of all.  

Hymn Response: “We Give Thee But Thine Own”                                                      #441                                                                
Luke 19:41-47 Jesus weeps over Jerusalem’s rejection of Him who is God’s greatest gift.  Such rejection would result in their destruction.  Their rejection of God’s Gift is also seen in their turning of the Temple from a “house of prayer into a den of thieves,” where they not only robbed people of their money but robbed God of the glory due Him.  

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed                                                      page 12
The Sermon Hymn: “What Is the World to Me”                                                            #430
The Sermon:                       Lord, Thy Will Be Done By Us…

                                         …That We Keep Our Hearts Pure.

Exodus 20:17 

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory                                                                                                          page 12 
The Offering
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer                                                                              page 14             
The Lord Blesses Us

The Collect for the Word                                                                                        page 14
The Benediction
Closing Hymn: “On What Has Now Been Sown”                                                           #46
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “Here, again, we are forbidden to deprive our neighbor of anything of his own even when, in the eyes of the world, we could honorably do it, without accusation or blame or fraudulent dealing.  Such is human nature that no one of us desires the other to possess as much as himself, and each secures as much as he can, without regard to his neighbor’s interests. Yet, we want to be thought upright.  We dress ourselves up to conceal our roguery.  We seek and invent ingenious devices and clever frauds under the guise of justice…. 

   “Let us understand these commandments to be directed particularly against envy and wretched avarice, God’s purpose being to remove the cause and source of our injuries to our neighbor.  In plain words, therefore, He expresses it: “Thou shalt not covet.”  For, above all, He would have our hearts pure, although so long as we live upon earth, we shall not fully succeed in this.  These commandments, then, like the others, remain our constant monitor and become the recorder of our righteousness before God.” 

-- Martin Luther in a Sermon on Coveting  

