
The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity                                           August 20, 2023
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Welcome in our Savior’s name.  We are happy that you could join us in worship today and pray that you find comfort and encouragement in the mercy and grace of God through Christ.     

   Without Christ and His atoning work in our behalf, the chains of sin would bind us so firmly that eternal condemnation would be our lot.  It is no secret, as we have seen over the past ten weeks.  We have let go and transgressed God’s commands for our lives in Him.  Who of us has kept the Ten Commandments perfectly in thought, word, and deed? None.  Yet in His great mercy and love for sinners the Father provided His Son who broke the chains of sin for us on the cross and opened the door to freedom from sin and freedom to serve God through faith.  Without Him we are and remain nothing.  With Him we have access to His blessings which promise that all things are ours as we, in gratitude, live our lives to His glory.  

   Today we draw to the end of our study on the Ten Commandments with the Conclusion. It reveals what a blessed life in Christ is held out to us so that we may fear, love, and trust in God above all things and gladly keep His commands.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Human Need Relies Completely Upon God’s Grace
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “God Has Spoken by His Prophets”                                insert #281
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Gloria Patri


(The Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 is not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Daniel 9:15-19  While the inhabitants of Jerusalem and Judah languished in captivity in Babylon, Daniel earnestly prayed for his people.  Confessing their sin and pleading for God’s mercy, Daniel interceded before the Lord, begging His forgiveness and trusting that He would graciously hear and answer his prayer on behalf of all.  

1 Corinthians 15:1-10  Paul encourages his readers to hold firmly to the Gospel.  Paul himself holds to it completely as the means by which God’s forgiving grace flows to His people.  That grace made Paul what he was, a redeemed believer and apostle of Christ.  It is that grace, and grace alone, on which Paul relied.  

Hymn Response: “By Grace I’m Saved, Grace Free and Boundless”            st.1-4   #373
Luke 18:9-14  There is a wrong and a right way to appear before God.  The wrong way relies upon and brags about one’s works and moral goodness so that God must accept him. The right way acknowledges the sinner’s desperate need in failing to keep God’s commands.  It pleads for mercy and trusts only in God’s grace for forgiveness.  Both are seen in the Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican (or Tax Collector). 
The Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                         page 22
The Sermon Hymn: “The Man Is Ever Blest”                                                                 414
The Sermon:                       Lord, Thy Will Be Done By Us…

                                      …That We Keep Your Commandments.

Exodus 20:17 

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory (page 22) and The Offering                                                                                    
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymn: “O Living Bread from Heaven”                                               #316
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
The Closing Hymn: Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways“”                                 #416     
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:  “God cannot be left out of the picture, though the attempt is constantly made to do so.  This seems to be ‘man’s hour.’ Man invented the machine. Man invented the automobile.  Man invented the airplane. (Man invented the computer, cell phone, A. I., etc.).  Though man has become a slave to all his inventions, he seems to be the architect of his own world as well as of his own destiny.  Yet, “He that sits in the heavens shall laugh. The Lord shall have them in derision” (Ps.2:4).  

   “This is God’s hour! God’s hour of judgment, God’s hour of mercy, God’s hour of opportunity.  Let us not deny Him our full co-operation to help bring salvation to a despairing world as it awaits judgment or mercy.”                                                         

-- adapted from Pastor Ronald Goetsch on “This Is God’s Hour”

