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   Welcome in the Savior’s name.  We are happy to have you worshipping with us today as we are reminded that our sufficiency in every situation in life is found in Christ.

   The Scriptures lessons today continue with the thought of last Sunday’s lessons that emphasized our need in all things to rely solely on the mercy and grace of God.  As the tax collector cast himself upon God’s mercy for forgiveness, so the believer knows that his sufficiency in all matters comes from God alone.  

   This thought is expanded in the lessons today as we see the great Physician of body and soul at work in the Gospel Lesson restoring people’s health to them.  With Him at our side, the strength will be there to make it through every situation in the present until He restores us fully to Himself in eternity.  

   In the sermon text today, we close out our study of God’s Law in the Ten Commandments with the Apostle Paul’s words in his letter to the Galatians on the proper use of the Law and the purpose for which God gave it to us.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
“Our Sufficiency in All Things Is from God.”
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”                                         #243
The Order of Service:  The Order of Matins                                           Hymnal pg.32-34
Psalmody: Psalm 19  “The heavens declare the glory of God”                                pg.126
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Isaiah 29:17-21 Concerning the coming Messianic age, the faithful in Israel will rejoice in the One God promised to send. In Him will be found hope for the future of God’s people. He will open the ears of the deaf and the eyes of the blind.  In Him the humble will find their sufficiency.  But those who continue in wickedness will be cut off

2 Corinthians 3:4-11 Paul contrasts the Old and the New Covenants.  Both have great splendor, for both are of God.  But the splendor of the Gospel is far greater than that of the Law, which cannot save the sinner.  The New Covenant, rooted in the Gospel of Christ, is sufficient to save one before a holy God.  Its splendor lasts forever. 

Hymn Response: “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”                                          #371
Mark 7:31-37 Jesus is the Great Physician.  He can heal the body of its infirmities, as was prophesied by Isaiah. He can put His fingers into a deaf man’s ears and touch His speechless tongue, providing healing.  Such power and grace is sufficient to heal and to save eternally.

The Sermon Hymn: “O God, Our Lord, Thy Holy Word”                                              #266
The Sermon:                    Lord, Thy Will Be Done By Us…

That We Know and Use the Law for the Purpose You Gave It.
                                                       Galatians 3:19-26
Our Response to the Word

The Offering
The Te Deum Laudamus:  pg. 35
The Closing Order of Morning Praise:  Hymnal pg.39-40
The Kyrie (“Lord, Have Mercy”)
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Benediction;  Hymnal pg.40
Closing Hymn: “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”         

                           #283
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie     

The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann
Points to Ponder on the Difference Between the Law and the Gospel

-
The Law is our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ that we might be justified by faith.

- The threat of the Law is like the muttering of distant thunder.  It warns of the approaching storm of God’s wrath for sin; and so we flee for refuge and shelter to Christ and the Gospel.

- The Law condemns and slays us.  Then faith in the Gospel justifies and gives us life.

-
Faith in Christ and the Gospel gives us a new heart to keep God’s Commandments.  - Not the Law but the Gospel sanctifies.  You cannot frighten man into loving God any more than you can hammer a rosebud open.  If you do, you spoil its petals.

-- select authors


