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   Welcome in the Savior’s name.  We are happy to have you worshipping with us today as God calls us to a life of faithful stewardship in the use of all His gifts to us.

   Stewardship is a matter of faith.  Faithful stewards humbly recognize that everything they have in this life is the property of the Lord of heaven who holds every creature in His hand.  Life itself is His good gift to all mankind to be managed wisely by us to His glory, our good, and the eternal welfare of souls.  

   In the sermon text we continue in our study of the Ten Commandments with the Eighth Commandment.  Besides the sacredness of person (5th), of spouse (6th), and of property (7th) which God has graciously given us, there is yet another treasure one cannot dispense with – a person’s honor and reputation.  God would guard the honor and character of ourselves and our neighbor as He guards our other possessions, so that everyone may be respected by spouse, children, workers, and neighbors.  A good name is one of the greatest gifts He gives that Christians will seek to guard and keep for Him. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Be Faithful Stewards of the Gifts of God’s Grace
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “O Bless the Lord, My Soul”                                                         #27
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Holy Communion                            pages 15-19

The Confession of Sin and Absolution


The Introit and Gloria Patri


(The Kyrie and Gloria in Excelsis on pages 17-19 is not sung on Communion Sundays)

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Proverbs 16:1-9  God weighs the motives of the heart and responds to them for the good of His people.  Therefore, find contentment in His righteousness and not in much earthly wealth.  

1 Corinthians 10:1-13  Israel’s rebellious history against God and self-destruction in sin serves as an example for us not to set our hearts on evil things but to look in all things to our faithful God, being led by Him in ways of righteousness.  As we look to Him, He will uphold us in times of testing and trial.  

The Hymn Response: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                                   #394
Luke 16:1-9  In His Parable of the Shrewd Manager, Jesus encourages believers to be wise and faithful stewards of His gifts. True stewardship is a matter of faith.  In a worldly way the man in the parable was wise as he planned for his future.  But the believer, in looking to the Lord for all things, is to be wiser in his use of God’s gifts.

The Confession of Faith:  The Nicene Creed                                                         page 22
The Sermon Hymn: “O God, Thou Faithful God”  



st.1-4      #395
The Sermon:                    Lord, Thy Will Be Done By Us…



      That We Make Proper Use of Our Tongues.                                   

                                                       Exodus 20:16
Our Response to the Word

The Offertory (page 22) and The Offering                                                                                    
Prayer

The Lord Blesses Us

The Order of Holy Communion – The Preparation                                         pages 24-29
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and the wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  Since Holy Communion implies a oneness of faith, our practice is that of close communion.  We therefore ask visitors to speak with the Pastor before communing.)
The Distribution Hymns: “Invited, Lord, By Boundless Grace”                                    #308

“Savior, Thy Dying Love ”                                                    #403
Thanksgiving & The Benediction                                                                     pages 29-31
Closing Hymn: “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blest”                       
   #390
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Point to Ponder:   “The boneless tongue so small, so weak,


Can crush and kill,” declares the Greek.

“The tongue destroys a greater horde,” The Turks assert, “Than does the sword.”

The Persian proverb wisely saith:  “A lengthy tongue, an early death.”

Or sometimes takes this form instead:  “Don’t let your tongue cut off your head.”

While Arab sages this impart:  “The tongues great storehouse is the heart.’

From Hebrew writ this saying sprung:  “Though feet should slip, ne’er let the tongue.”

The Sacred Writer crowns the whole: “Who keeps His tongue doth keep his soul.” 

(cf. Proverbs 21:23

   -- Poem by James Whitcomb Riley

