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   Welcome in our Savior’s name.  We are glad to have you worshiping with us today as we strive to walk in the spirit of Christ through life.

   Many times, the Scriptures portray life as a journey and the Christian life as a narrow path on which to walk.  Walking in the spirit simply means living in the ways of the Lord, motivated by the Gospel.  As we hear the Word of God, the Holy Spirit works in our hearts, bringing us to saving faith in Christ.  In such faith, the individual is renewed in spirit.  He desires to walk with God, not apart from Him.  It is a walk of hope and love in the blessings of salvation that flow to one through the Savior.   

   This walk produces many fruits of faith in life.  The world may oppose it, but the Holy Spirit will be there to guide us in right paths.  May the Spirit ever enable us to follow in faith until we finally reach the heavenly goal that God has prepared for His faithful ones above.

  Today in our sermon text we begin our study on the Lord’s Prayer with the Address.   May God richly bless us as we consider this work of prayer - not only for what we ought to pray, but also in the spirt of how we approach God in prayer.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Walk in the Spirit.
The Preparation

Opening Thoughts on the Service

The Entrance Hymn: “Praise to God, Immortal Praise”                                               #572
Order of Worship: Service: The Order of Morning Service                               pages 5-11

The Confession of Sins and Absolution


The Introit, Gloria Patri, Kyrie, and Gloria in Excelsis

The Prayer of the Day
The Ministry of the Word

(The Lessons for the Day are taken from the Historic Pericope Series of the Christian Church.)
Proverbs 4:10-23 Like a father encouraging his children, King Solomon encourages his people not to walk on the pathways of the wicked.  Such a walk will end in darkness and destruction.  But the path of the righteous lies in the bright light of salvation.  Be wise and plant your feet firmly on it.

Galatians 5:16-26 Paul also encourages his listeners to walk in the spirit’s ways.  Walking in the spirit means walking in the truths of the Gospel of our salvation in Christ Jesus.  It is a life that strives to put away all immorality, self-centeredness, and wickedness.  Such a walk in faith produces righteous fruits, pleasing to God.   

Hymn Response: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                                                        #409                                                                
Luke 17:11-19 Jesus healed ten lepers of which only one returned to praise Him.   The other nine followed the prompting of the flesh and did not return to give Him thanks.  Only the one walked in the way of the spirit, motivated in love by what Savior had done for him,.  

The Confession of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed                                                      page 12
The Sermon Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father”                                              insert
The Sermon:                       Lord, Teach Us to Pray….

                                               Our Father in Heaven.

Our Response to the Word

The Offertory                                                                                                          page 12 
The Offering
Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer                                                                              page 14             
The Lord Blesses Us

The Collect for the Word                                                                                        page 14
The Benediction
Closing Hymn: “Go, My Children with My Blessing”                                                  insert
Silent Prayer
*                    *                    *
The Organist: Judy Bertoldie                                 The Preacher:  Pastor Edwin Lehmann

Points to Ponder:  “We should know that all our protection and defense consists solely in prayer. We are far too weak to resist the devil, all his power, and his adherents who oppose us and could easily trample us under foot. We must, therefore, remember to employ those weapons with which Christians should arm themselves to withstand him….

   “How should we pray? The manner is to use few words, but to express by them many and deep thoughts or desires.  The fewer words, the better the prayer; the more words, the poorer the prayer.  Few words and much meaning is Christian; many words and little meaning is heathenish….

   “The words are: ‘Our Father who art….’ Since this prayer originated with our Lord, it is without doubt the highest, noblest, best prayer.  For if He, the good, faithful Teacher, had had a better one, He would not have failed to give it to us…. Therefore, it is an error to compare other prayers with this and even to prefer them, which often have for their only object that God may grant us here health and long life, riches and honor, and the like.  In such prayers, our will and honor are more sought than the will and honor of God.”  

-- Martin Luther in a Sermon on the Lord’s Prayer  

